Sociolinguistics—After Introductory Class 
Review & Discussion 
(First Half of Chapter 1) 
1. What might you be able to discover about someone by the way they speak? (3 examples; mention only non-linguistic things.)

2. What is the difference between a DIALECT and LANGUAGE? 

3. What kind(s) of linguistic criteria could be used to decide whether two varieties are dialects of one language or separate languages?

4. What kinds of non-linguistic criteria are usually used to decide whether two varieties are dialects of one language or separate languages?  (At least two kinds.) 

5. Whenever we talk about the differences between dialects there are three linguistic areas/aspects that we usually mention.  Tell me the three areas/aspects and give a specific concrete example of each.

6. What topic(s) do English-speaking strangers talk about when they are thrown together (as in sitting together on a train)?  Why are such topics used in this setting?

7. What topic(s) do Chinese-speaking strangers talk about when they are thrown together (as in sitting together on a train)?  Why are such topics used in this setting?

8. Is Taiwanese a separate language from other varieties of Chinese OR is it just a dialect of Chinese?  Defend your answer.

9. Is Taiwanese a separate language from other varieties of Chinese OR is it just a dialect of Chinese?  Defend your answer. 

