Undergraduate Sociolinguistic 
Fieldwork Projects
Spring Term, 2010
Purpose of the project 


I want you to DO a little sociolinguistic fieldwork.  You will choose a topic or project, collect data, and then write about it.  This is NOT A LIBRARY RESEARCH PAPER. 

Of course, if you wanted to do a REAL project based on the topics I provide you WOULD HAVE TO do some research in the library.  BUT, that is not what I expect and not what I want.  You will produce only a five page paper. 

Instructions—Steps for you to follow 
DEADLINE: You get only about 3 weeks to collect data and turn in first draft. 

1. Decide if you will do a project by yourself OR with a partner. 

2. Look at the following list of possible projects to do. 

3. Choose one project. 

4. Tell the teacher what your project is and get additional instructions. (I must record your topic so you must tell me.) 
5. Collect data. 

6. Read the file called Writing and Formatting Instructions 

7. Write your 5 page paper (double-spaced). 

8. Turn it in to the teacher. 

9. Get it back and revise it and turn the revision in to the teacher. 
Projects
A. Language Choice
1. Dialects used on Daytime TV 






Find the TV listings for five days (Monday through Friday) on all 4 broadcast TV stations from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  (You can substitute the Hakka channel or the Aborigine channel for ONE of the four stations)


What languages are represented? How many HOURS devoted to each language?  How long is the average Mandarin show or Taiwanese show?  Are there Hakka programs?  What kinds of shows are typical for each language? Report your finding with simple statistics.  

B. Language in the Media 

2. TV Commercials and Language


Watch 6 hours of TV for 2 hours at a time on three different days

(a) on the SAME STATION (6:00 to 8:00 OR 8:00 to 10:00) 

OR: (b) on a CARTOON station (for children) 


Record the following for each commercial: Product name and type, pitchperson, language used (if more than one, say which is used most), indicate what you think original language of the commercial was if it looks like the language has been changed, number of times you’ve seen this commercial, Chinese subtitles, if any.


Report your findings.  What languages are represented?  Use simple statistics. (For example, there were 60 commercials in 6 hours representing 25 DIFFERENT commercials; of these 25 commercials 4 were in Taiwanese, the rest in Mandarin, etc.)  Are the languages associated with certain products or certain KINDS of products?  What does the use of language mean?  

3. Print Advertising 


Look at 100 advertisements (in magazines, newspapers, posters).  Is there evidence of non-standard Mandarin or Taiwanese used in them?  What kinds?  Give examples.  Is 注音符號 used in any of the ads?  Give examples.  Is the use of non-standard forms or Bopomofo significant?  

Report your findings with simple statistics.  Be sure to tell us what kinds of kinds of ads (i.e., what are they selling) and sources your ads come from. (For example, young people’s magazines: 45; other kinds of magazines: 25; newspapers: 15; posters: 15; 50 for clothes; 50 for make-up.)

4. Code Mixing in Newspapers 


Choose two complete issues of two different newspapers.  (Total: 4 issues.)

(a) Check the headlines and articles for use of English, Japanese, or Taiwanese words (or any other languages). 

Report the names of the newspapers and the date of the editions looked at and report your findings with simple statistics. 

OR: (b) Ignore the headlines and articles and look only at the advertisements.

C. Language and Gender
5. Gender-Related Language


Using your own insights AND by talking to some other people (tell us how many), try to identify language that may be typical of males or females in Chinese.  (Your people should include both sexes equally. For example, talk to five males and five females.)  Write 10 sentences that you think show bias and asked 2 males and 2 females to evaluate them.  This can be in spoken and/or written language.  Comment on possible reasons for the differences.  Are any of them attributable to social attitudes towards the sexes or by the sexes?

D. Taboo Language
6. Taboo Words  



Choose ONE area of taboo words in Chinese (sex, bodily excretions, religion, death) and discuss the taboo.  List linguistic expressions to be avoided and EUPHEMISMS that might be used instead.  Show your list to 2 other persons and ask them to add words or comment on your list.  Indicate WHO should avoid these.  Suggest reasons why these should be avoided.  Try to identify at least 20 taboo expressions (along with an appropriate euphemism, if possible).


Show your list to 4 other people (one male your age, one female your age; one male your father’s age, one female your mother’s age).  Get their impressions on the appropriateness of using these terms.  Report your findings.

7. Cursing People 


Give at least 20 examples.  Talk to 2 other people (NOT both female) and ask them to add words, if possible.  Who uses this language?  Who does not or is not supposed to use this language?  


Show your list to 4 other people (one male your age, one female your age; one male your father’s age, one female your mother’s age).  Get their impressions on the appropriateness of using these terms.  Report your findings.
E. Variation in Chinese

8. Mainland Mandarin and Taiwan Mandarin Vocabulary



Find a dictionary of Mainland Chinese vocabulary.  Select words at random (ASK me how to do this) and determine if these are (1) used in Taiwan at all; (2) NOT generally used in Taiwan BUT understood in Taiwan; (3) Used in Taiwan, but with a DIFFERENT meaning; or (4) NOT used and NOT understood in Taiwan.  
Describe the nature of the vocabulary that differs in the two locations.  Suggest reasons why the differences might exist (read chapter on language and geography in textbook).  What can you conclude from this?  Use simple statistics and some examples to report your findings.

9. Taiwanese influence on Mandarin


How has Mandarin been affected by Taiwanese?  Focus on ONE of these areas: (1) pronunciation; (2) vocabulary; or (3) syntax.  Think about sources for identifying these items. 


Discuss the relationship between the two varieties and how and perhaps why Taiwanese has influenced Mandarin.


OR: Do the same for Mandarin influence on Taiwanese.

10. Simplified vs. Traditional Characters

 


Library paper:  Official stance.  Societal stance.  Find examples in environment. 

Summarize what you read in the library.  Cite examples found around you in Taiwan.

11. Romanization Preferences

Library paper / Fieldwork: Look at the top running three romanization systems in use (or being promoted) in Taiwan.  Interview six people (two in three different categories of people) to get their impressions about the need/importance for romanization and suggestions they have for selecting a system.  


Also give them twenty different Romanized names, expressions, etc. and ask your six subjects to assess them according to which they think are the nicest looking.  Report your findings. 

F. Slang
12. Slang
 / Colloquial Language


Define Slang.  Identify at least 20 terms that you think are slang words in Chinese (Mandarin or Taiwanese).  Who uses these terms and when?  Who and when NOT used?  Talk to 2 other people to get their views on your choices and judgments or conclusions.  After revising your list and ideas, show the list to 4 more people (2 males and 2 females—all same age OR two from each of two different age groups) and ask them to comment.  Report your findings. 

13. Youth Slang


Define Slang.  Choose words you think only young people use.  See previous.

G. Politeness
14. Politeness


How do Chinese show their politeness through language?  Choose one of the following: (1) use of titles; (2) use of honorifics (ling tang; guei geng, etc); (3) other.  (IF you want to do some other aspect, talk to me first.)  Report your findings. 

15. Terms referring to handicaps and handicapped people


What terms have traditionally been used to refer to people with handicaps?  How and why have these changed?  How does this change reflect a difference in attitudes towards the handicapped?  Interview someone at a school for the handicapped (like the one in Nanzih).  Report your findings. 

H. Language Policy
16. Promotion of Mandarin in the schools




From your own experience and 2 other persons YOUR age and 2 persons 10 years older than you, what was the policy concerning Mandarin and Taiwanese use in school? Why did this policy exist? Does it exist today? Why or why not? Report your findings. 

17. Promotion of Japanese in the schools of the ‘30s and ‘40s. 


Talk to 4 old people who were educated in Taiwan during the ‘30s or ‘40s.  What was the Japanese attitude towards using Taiwanese or Chinese?  Did it matter where you spoke the language? Report your findings. 

18. Movement encouraging mother language use in classrooms (Aboriginal, etc.) 


Visit a school in an area where lots of aborigines attend.  What is the policy of using the mother language in school?  Talk to the principal and teachers about their attitudes towards this movement in public schools.  Talk to an aboriginal language teacher.  Find two parents (not same family) and get their opinions. 
Report findings. 

I. Language and Politics
19. Politics


How have presidential candidates used language to appeal to voters?  What dialects can they speak, do they use (even minimally)?  Has any candidate said any phrases in an aborigine language?  What do you think about people using a language that is not their mother tongue in campaigning.  
Report your findings. 

J. Other 

20. Other topics: Check with me. 
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