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Chapter 12 Worksheet: Abandoning the Alphabet

1. One kind of non-alphabetically arranged dictionary commonly used (or at least bought) by language learners that is not mentioned by Jackson is the picture dictionary.  After finding a picture dictionary and scanning its contents, use a list format answer the following questions.  The answers to some questions may overlap.  

Give three examples along with the answer to the question (e.g., “furniture”, “automobile”, “men’s clothing”). 
Writing Tips:

Be sure to include the complete bibliographic information for your dictionary in your write-up.  Put the bibliographic information before your list.  Don’t forget to include the title of the exercise. 

When you write up the answers, do not repeat the question, BUT DO include the question topic in the answer.  For example, (1) could begin with “1. Entries in this dictionary are arranged according to…”. 


1. How are the "entries" arranged? 


2. What kinds of word relationships are represented? (Synonyms, antonyms, hyponyms, meronyms, etc?) 


3. What kind of information is typical? 

4. What is the grammatical category of most of the items?  Are there any others?  If yes, what kinds of words? 


5. What kind of information is missing? 

6. What specific features might make the dictionary useful to learners? 


7. What kinds of information, if added, might make the dictionary even MORE useful? 


7. What limitations do picture dictionaries have? 


8. What kind of target audience would find this dictionary most helpful? 


9. Do you own a picture dictionary? 


10. Do you ever look at a picture dictionary nowadays? 

