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Chapter 5 Worksheet: The New English Dictionary
1. (a) What was the significance* of the Oxford English Dictionary (OED)?  How does the OED fit in with the trends that you outlined for Chapter 4's earlier history of English lexicography? 
(b) Are there any aspects of the OED that are very different from what we saw earlier?  (These would be aspects that are new and that do not follow the earlier trends previously discussed.) 
(c) DO NOT give me just a list of isolated facts about the OED.  I would like you to synthesize and interpret the facts in light of the questions in (a) and (b) here.  Any facts that you mention should tell me what the significance of the OED is OR how the OED continues the trends we say in Chapter 4 OR how the OED did something very different from what we saw before. 
Be explicit about any connections or relationships that you perceive.  Do not merely mention a bunch of interesting facts and then expect me (the reader) to guess how they might be related to the questions or why they are significant.  As an author, YOU must explain that to me (the reader).

* When we ask what the significance of something is, we mean: Why is it significant?

For this exercise, use a clear, nicely laid out format with section headings and item numbers if appropriate, and entitle your written assignment:

Chapter 5: The New English Dictionary

The OED: Trends from the Past

