

Exercise 3 Description


Exercise 3
A Dictionary of New Words, Colloquial Expressions, and Slang in Chinese
I am currently collecting vocabulary in Chinese—and I have been doing this for many years—of what can be called: 

1. new words—ones that did not exist a few years ago;

2. colloquial expressions that are more likely to be found in spoken language that come from movies and listening to people talk;

3. slang, especially youth slang, which is probably known to university, high school and junior high students (and maybe children), but are not known to or, at least, not used by adults. 
In all cases, I am interested only in words, phrases, and examples sentences that probably do not appear in any published bilingual dictionary you can buy in Taiwan.  They are probably not found in any monolingual Chinese dictionaries either. Some may be completely new terms, while others may be just new meanings or uses of previously existing words.  In some cases, new characters or rare characters have been recruited to represent a new word or meaning. Some of these terms are undoubtedly readily findable on the Internet; some are probably not identified, explained, glossed, or illustrated even on the Internet. 

MY GOAL is to record these and make them available in a dictionary to Chinese speaking learners of English, English-speaking learners of Chinese, and translators / interpreters. I feel there is a gap in the vocabulary treated by published dictionaries, and I hope to contribute to filling this gap. 

Assignment 

Exercise 3: Practice 1: I have given you part of the W section of my dictionary. We will go over this first page as a group. 

Exercise 3: Practice 2: You will work in pairs on 2 or 3 pages of the W section, first in class, to be finished at home. I will email you the file to put your revisions in. 

