

Exercise 2 Description


Exercise 2

Identifying Vocabulary from Another Variety of Chinese

Probably all dictionaries today list some words from more than one variety of the language treated.  Of course, an English dictionary may be PRIMARILY a British one or primarily and American one, but it will include vocabulary from the other variety as well.  Some English dictionaries may represent the pronunciation of just the primary variety, or give both American and British pronunciations. 
Vocabulary that belongs to just one variety or is mostly used by one variety will be marked or labeled as such. In English dictionaries they may use UK / US or Brit / Amer or Chiefly Brit, etc. as the labels.  Anything that is NOT labeled with a specific indication of the regional variety is presumed to be acceptable in both or all varieties. 

DeFrancis’s ABC Dictionary labels some items as PRC or TW.  Some items are labeled as topo(lect), which I think might mean ‘some unspecified dialect of Mandarin’. 
Assignment
DO NOT LOOK AT THE REFERENCE / SUPPLEMENT file first.  Do the following two practice exercises first: 
Exercise 2: Practice Worksheet 1: ark the items you think are used in Taiwan and the ones you think are not used in Taiwan. (These are probably PRC terms.) 

Exercise 2: Practice Worksheet 2: For the possible PRC terms, give the equivalent Taiwan term. 

Exercise 2: Practice Worksheet 3: Look at one or more pages of the ABCD and try to identify WHICH words that are NOT currently labeled as PRC terms might need to be marked as PRC; in other words, they are not Mandarin words used in Taiwan. (Even though the editors mark some terms as belonging to PRC or TW Mandarin, they may not have identified ALL the ones that should be marked in this way. 
Unfortunately, this is not an easy task.  If you see a word or phrase that you do not know, MAYBE you do not know it because it is used only in the PRC; or maybe it is a term you just do not know.  (You should not be surprised that there are some words you just do not know; they may be technical terminology and only people in that field will know it.  These, of course, should not be labeled as PRC.) 

We will do some of these together and in pairs so you can take advantage of your partner’s intuitions along with your own. 


