

Exercise 1 Description 


Exercise 1

Learning Hanyu Pinyin
Learners of Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language (CSL/CFL) have to learn some kind of phonetic system or Romanization.  The one most widely used in the world is Hanyu Pinyin.  It is the official one in mainland China and the UN.  Most textbooks used abroad—at least by English speakers—use this system. Lots of dictionaries do too, including the one we will do a few exercises in: DeFrancis’s ABC Dictionary. 

National Phonetic Symbols (NPS) (注音符號) are more common in Taiwan learning materials—for primary school children, and it is also used in some textbooks for CSL learners. 

If you intend to do anything with foreigners learning Chinese or if you just want to be able to write stuff down in a Romanization system that foreigners might recognize, you need to learn Hanyu Pinyin.  By the way, this is the system used on street signs and place names in Taipei. Other cities use other Romanization systems that probably no one knows—sometimes not even the people who paint the signs, which is obvious because of inconsistencies in spelling. 
For your information, Far East dictionaries also include a chart comparing Hanyu Pinyin and National Phonetic Symbols in their back matter. They also have one index in Hanyu Pinyin that people can use to look up characters (in addition to a NPS index and a Difficult-to-Look-Up-Character index). 

Assignment
You have two reference charts presenting Hanyu Pinyin: a short, bare bones version and a complete one of all the syllables of Mandarin. Spend a few minutes looking at them to begin to learn how Mandarin sounds are spelled / represented in this Romanization system. 

After you look them over, try Exercise 1: Practice Worksheet 1. 

