Sociolinguistics—After Chapter 10: Language & Humanity 
Review & Discussion 

1. The social roles that men and women have in a society may tell us something about whether there may be differences in the languages they use or the way language represents them.  Can you make a simple generalization about gender-related language and societies where social roles for men and women are very different? 
2. In regard to sexism in language, which is more likely: 

(1) the language changes first and then society changes?  OR 

(2) society changes first and then the language? 
Discuss. 
3. Why do the French want to keep English out of their language? 
4. When we talk about a language "dying", what is really happening?  Explain. 
5. How is a language dying like OR not like animals becoming extinct? 
6. What is a matched guise experiment and what does it tell us? 
7. Give me TWO worthwhile and concrete insights that sociolinguists could share with people to help them understand the relationship between society and language better.  Explain why this might be important. 
