Sociolinguistics—After Chapter 8: Language & Geography 
Review & Discussion 

1. If we want to understand regional dialects, we have to know how distance and barriers contribute to differences / changes in these dialects.  What do the concepts of distance and barriers mean?  How do they contribute to differences / changes?  Give examples too. 
2. When features (phonology, syntax, vocabulary) of a language or dialect spread, where will they spread to first?  Why are cities important in the spreading of linguistic innovations? 
3. Why are dialect areas bigger in the US than in the UK? 
4. Why is there basically only one dialect in Australia? 
5. What is dialect leveling?  What is the result?  Example: when / where has it occurred? 
6. What is dialect mixing?  What is the result?  Example: when / where has it occurred? 
