Sociolinguistics—After Chapter 3: Language & Ethnic Group
Review & Discussion
(First Half of Chapter)
1. What is the relationship between the ethnicity of a person and the language(s) it is possible for him/her to learn as a baby?  Explain. 
2. What can you say about people who speak French?  What can you not say about such people?  Explain. What about people who speak Chinese? 
3. What does it mean if we say a language is a defining characteristic of ethnic-group membership? 

4. In Taiwan, are there different ethnic groups?  If so, what are they?  What role does language play in their identification as an ethnic group? 

5. In the area that used to be called Yugoslavia, the people now speak languages called Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian.  How are these languages related to each other, and what is so unusual about this situation?  
6. Trudgill mentioned something called "lexical cleansing".  What is/was it?  Where did Trudgill say this happened recently?  Why did it occur? 

7. What do you know about the variety (pronunciation, vocabulary, syntax) called AAVE (African-American Vernacular English)? 
