Sociolinguistics—After Chapter 2: Language & Social Class

Review & Discussion 
1. Two major factors that result in regional varieties (or dialects or languages) are barriers and distance.  What is a barrier?  (Give two or more examples.)  What is distance? (Give two or more examples.)
2. What other key factor, along with barriers and distance, can lead to dialects becoming more and more different from each other? 

3. We might also say that two major factors that result in social varieties are some kind of barriers and distance.  Give two concrete examples of social barriers and social distances.
4. What is social stratification? 

5. Why did dialectologists traditionally talk only to people living in rural areas?

6. Why did dialectologists decide that they also had to talk to people in urban areas?

7. Why do these two figures look different?  What does the difference mean?  (Think of the details in the chapter; CHECK the originals in the chapter because they have additional information on them.)

A: Social / Regional Dialect Variation

B: Social / Regional Accent Variation




