Review and Discussion after Chapter 9

1. Discuss the strength of EACH of Chambers’ 3 kinds of evidence that TV does not make every sound the same. 

2. Do you think Chambers’ arguments are convincing?

3. From what Holmes says and what Chambers says, what is the likely mechanism or process that leads people to change the way they speak? 

4. Answer the midterm question about the Saussurean Paradox 


a. First, practice saying the name. 


b. Define the word paradox. 


c. Say what the Saussurean Paradox IS. 


d. Say WHY it is a paradox. 


e. Give an example that shows you know how/why this is a paradox. 


f. Suggest how we can resolve the paradox.  (After you say “Change does not happen overnight.” Say more to help us understand.) 

g. Give a modern example of VARIATION in a language that YOU know and say WHY people might be able to understand it even though there are differences. 

h. Tell us whether you think the variation that you mentioned in (g) is STABLE or whether it is likely evidence of a CHANGE in the language. 
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