Chapter Review & Discussion after Chapter 00 Overview—Lecture 1

1. When someone says “I know Language X.” what does that mean? 

2. How much of our knowledge about a language is conscious? 

3. What does it mean when we say that the words for things in our language are conventional or that the relationship between a word and its meaning are arbitrary? 
4. Is the sound that bees make, or sheep, or dogs arbitrary?  (Hint: do Chinese dogs and American dogs bark the same? 
5. When we say that one typical characteristic of human language is CREATIVITY, what do we mean? 

6. What is the difference between linguistic competence and linguistic performance?  Give two concrete examples. 

7. What does GRAMMAR mean?  Mention at least 3 different kinds or definitions of grammar. 

8. When people talk about Language Universals, what do they mean? 
