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Doctors Link Hole in Heart To Sharon's Recent Stroke



JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon will undergo a medical procedure in coming weeks to repair a small hole in his heart, his doctors said Monday during a news conference called to explain why he suffered a stroke last week.

Haim Lotem, the chief cardiologist at Jerusalem's Hadassah Hospital, said the hole was between one and two millimeters in diameter. Doctors said that such a hole was a fairly common birth defect and that they planned to perform a cardiac catheterization within a month to repair it.

Sharon, 77, spent two nights in the hospital last week after a stroke that doctors confirmed Monday had caused no lasting damage. Doctors said the stroke probably occurred when a blood clot that had lodged in the hole in his heart traveled to his brain. The prime minister, who at 254 pounds is overweight, is receiving blood-thinning medication ahead of the roughly 30-minute procedure to repair the hole.

In an unrelated development Monday, Israel announced plans to build 228 new homes in West Bank settlements that Israeli officials say they intend to keep under any future peace agreement with the Palestinians. The U.S.-backed peace plan known as the "road map" requires Israel to freeze settlement construction, and Palestinian officials called on the Bush administration to pressure Israel to cancel its plans.

-- Scott Wilson
* * *

THE AMERICAS



TORONTO -- A girl was killed and at least five people were wounded when gunshots rang out on a busy downtown street filled with Boxing Day shoppers in Toronto, according to police.

Two men were arrested with a firearm, but initial accounts of the incident were incomplete. Shoppers screamed and dropped to the sidewalk when several shots were fired on Yonge Street, a busy retail area, about 5:30 p.m., according to witness accounts and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

Police did not release the age of the victim.

The shooting comes as gun violence is rising in Toronto. Public frustration over the violence is increasingly directed at the United States, where the guns are said to originate. Prime Minister Paul Martin has raised the complaint with President Bush, and Martin recently called for a nationwide handgun ban.

SANTIAGO, Chile -- Chile's top court refused to drop charges against Gen. Augusto Pinochet in the disappearance of six dissidents during his military regime, ruling that the former dictator must remain under house arrest.

A panel of the Supreme Court voted 3 to 2 to reject the appeal filed by attorneys for the 90-year-old former ruler, said one of the judges, Alberto Chaigneau. It was the latest in a string of legal setbacks for Pinochet in his long fight against efforts to convict him on human rights and corruption charges.

THE MIDDLE EAST



ISTANBUL -- A Turkish prosecutor has reportedly opened a new case against one of the country's leading Turkish Armenians for comments he made about an earlier prosecution.

Hrant Dink, editor of the bilingual Armenian-Turkish newspaper Agos, was convicted in October of "insulting Turkishness" and received a six-month suspended sentence. Defense attorney Fethiye Cetin said Monday that Dink now faced charges of attempting to influence the judiciary for saying that he would leave the country if the case against him was not dropped. Cetin and Dink said they had not received formal notice of the new charges.

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC



SYDNEY -- Australia's wealthiest man, media and gambling mogul Kerry Packer, has died, his family said in a statement Tuesday. He was 68.

Packer -- ranked as the world's 94th wealthiest person by Forbes magazine, with a $5 billion fortune -- died Monday at his Sydney home, according to the statement released through his Nine Network television station.

LAHORE, Pakistan -- India freed eight Pakistani prisoners as part of peace efforts between the South Asian rivals, while the two governments scheduled new talks to resolve their long-standing dispute over the Himalayan territory of Kashmir.

Indian authorities handed over the eight to Pakistani officials at the main border crossing near Lahore, said Mohammed Sarwar, a senior Pakistani border guard.

As part of the peace process, the two governments have agreed to expedite the release of each other's prisoners. Many of those caught on the wrong side of the border and often accused of spying say they accidentally wandered across the poorly marked frontier.

AFRICA



KINSHASA, Congo -- Thousands of Congolese troops backed by U.N. peacekeepers battled Ugandan rebels hiding in Congo's restive east, leaving 35 rebels and one U.N. soldier dead, the United Nations said.

About 3,500 troops supported by 600 Indian peacekeepers fought the rebels Sunday near the eastern city of Beni, according to Hans-Jakob Reichen, a U.N. spokesman.

