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The Archbishop of Canterbury takes on Adam Smith
THIS week Gordon Brown, the chancellor of the exchequer, called for a challenge to the Church of England's teaching on the sufficiency of the scriptures for salvation in the light of new evidence from non-canonical texts. His audience of economists and business leaders responded enthusiastically.
No, of course he didn't. But he ought to, if he is to follow the example of the nation's top spiritual leader, the Archbishop of Canterbury. This week, at a service to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Christian Aid, a charity, Rowan Williams called for a challenge to “naive confidence in free trade”. Free trade, he said, “forces choices on vulnerable countries, whose effects may be in the short to medium term very costly indeed to a whole generation of workers, to the environment, to political stability.”
Leaving aside the question of the short, medium and long-term consequences of protectionism to vulnerable countries, this particular repository of naive confidence in free trade believes that the archbishop would do well to hearken to the advice of his own top spiritual leader. “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's,” said Jesus, thus making clear his belief that church and state should stick to their core competences.
