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Lack of campaigns and confusion over vote's nature are seen steering public away from poll
The May 14 election for an ad hoc National Assembly election is less than a week away, but voters throughout Taiwan are showing a rare coolness, or even indifference, toward a democratic process that will decide on a package of constitutional amendments. 
Despite efforts by political parties and the Central Election Commission to arouse voter interest, analysts predict turnout may be as low as 30-40 percent, a far cry from the 59 percent in last December’s Legislative Yuan elections. 
Political pundits attribute their pessimism to the nature of the election. Voters will cast ballots for a political party or civic group, instead of for an individual candidate. With no candidates running, the normally pervasive campaign flags and banners that blanket Taiwan during most election seasons are nowhere to be seen. 
Without them, most people do not realize there will be an election this Saturday. 
The cool atmosphere also results from voter fatigue, with the electorate facing its third major election in 14 months. 
Taiwan held a heated presidential election in March 2004, in which just over 80 percent of eligible voters cast ballots, and a divisive legislative campaign in late 2004. 
According to Taiwan Solidarity Union Deputy Secretary-General Huang Chao-chan, voters may also stay away because they have not been well informed of the significance of the National Assembly. Those elected will only meet briefly to approve or reject the Legislative Yuan’s constitutional amendment package. 
Chuang Chi-wang, leader of the main opposition Kuomintang’s Kaohsiung City Council caucus, said party headquarters has not funded any campaign activities, and the council caucus has had to pay the bills for hiring campaign cars urging people to cast their votes for No.10 on the ballot – the KMT.
 Chao Wen-nan, chairman of the Democratic Progressive Party’s Kaohsiung City Committee, said speaker-equipped cars are not enough to arouse people’s interest. 
“Party workers and public servants also need to do their part, so the 10 phone lines in the committee office have been kept busy all day long in the hopes that messages will reach out to voters that their support for the party, and for the constitutional amendments, is critical,” he said. 
