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Chen surprises China with visit to ally of Beijing
President Chen Shui-bian arrived in the Republic of Fiji Islands, Wednesday, for a transit stop after a half-day visit to Tuvalu. 

Chen and his entourage flew to Tuvalu from Kiribati by plane for a brief state visit in the morning. They were originally scheduled to return to Kiribati and then depart for the U.S. territory of Guam via a chartered China Airlines plane for an overnight transit stop on the way back to Taipei. 

However, Chen and his small entourage flew directly from Tuvalu to Fiji for an unannounced whirlwind visit, marking the first time Chen has ever set foot in a country other than the United States with which Taiwan does not maintain diplomatic ties. 

Presidential Office Deputy Secretary-General James Huang, who accompanied Chen on the unannounced visit, said the Fiji visit was a transit stop. 

As to media speculation that Chen will announce the establishment of diplomatic ties between Taiwan and Fiji, Huang said the two sides have not even touched on such a topic. 

Despite the absence of formal diplomatic ties, Taiwan has maintained close substantive ties with Fiji. The two countries signed an agreement in 1996 on exchanging diplomatic recognition, a step short of establishing full-fledged diplomatic ties. 

Taiwan has set up a representative office in the Fijian capital of Suva under the designation of the “Trade Mission of the Republic of China.”
