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President Chen records several firsts on South Pacific visit
TAIPEI, May 6 – President Chen Shui-bian said that his three-nation diplomatic tour of South Pacific allies – the Marshall Islands, Kiribati and Tuvalu – set several records. 
The president said that the records included visiting four countries in the South Pacific in only three days and flying more planes of various kinds than ever before. 

The president made transit stops in Guam and Fiji during his way to and from the South Pacific countries. This was the first time that the president made transit stops in countries, other than the United States, with which Taiwan has no diplomatic relations. 
Chen’s return coincided with opposition People First Party (PFP) Chairman James Soong’s departure for what Soong has billed as a “bridge-building” journey to China. In response to Soong’s visit, Chen said, as long as the opposition leaders safeguard Taiwan’s sovereignty and people’s welfare and abide by relevant laws, the government will treat their visits with an open mind.
 President Chen also reiterated that China’s leaders would eventually have to talk to the government and urged the nation’s political parties to reconcile their differences.
