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	Sentencs

	
	1. Leaving aside the question of the short, medium and long-term consequences of protectionism to vulnerable countries, this particular repository of naive confidence in free trade believes that the archbishop would do well to hearken to the advice of his own top spiritual leader. 
2. After Mr Putin said recently that foreign-financed groups should be subject to strict scrutiny by the Russian security agencies, a website with close ties to officialdom, news12.ru, said that pro-Mari pressure groups would now be investigated further (the site also accused “Estonian nationalists” of stoking riots in Paris).

3. In a recent comparison of the British and American approaches, “Counter-insurgency lessons from Malaya and Vietnam,” John Nagl, a retired American marine officer, argues that Britain's relative expertise was not merely the result of its imperial history.
4. The new doctrine will emphasize that, where possible, the two levels should co-exist—where possible, for example, the army should exercise restraint in its offensive operations.
5. And he expects, culturally, that they will remain Islamic.
6. The 2005 OECD health study says that obesity rates in Britain, at 23%, and America, at 31%, are higher. 
7. But it points out that the French figures, unlike British and American ones, are based on polls asking people if they are fat.
8. After a three-year logjam in the Northern Ireland peace process, the IRA has announced that it is finally abandoning its armed struggle for a united Ireland—ordering its fighters to dump their arms and pledging henceforth to seek its goal by peaceful means. 
9. Under the Good Friday Agreement of 1998 that launched the process, a power-sharing local government had been created, with complex rules to ensure that Northern Ireland’s Protestant majority (which is “unionist”, wanting the province to stay British) did not exclude from power the Catholic minority (which is “nationalist”, seeking a united Ireland).
10. Then the head of the independent body overseeing weapons-decommissioning announced that the IRA had destroyed another cache of weapons. 
11. However, though the IRA statement was uncharacteristically clear, all other parties will take some convincing that its fine words will be matched in deeds—especially the DUP, which noted that recent Northern Irish history was littered with IRA statements that had been described as historic but had not been delivered on.
12. Recently the DUP’s veteran leader, Ian Paisley, has been demanding that the IRA not only destroy all its weapons to the satisfaction of the weapons-decommissioning body but also produce photographs of the act. 
13. The stockmarket took just a day to recover, indicating that investors were hardly surprised that London had become the target of a successful terrorist attack—and that they thought it had come through the ordeal.
14. The police have been worrying that the terrorists would carry out another attack, as the bombers who killed commuters on trains in Madrid in March last year were apparently planning to do. 
15. Police now think that three men travelled down from Leeds and were joined at Luton by a fourth. 
16. The attacks took place just before an election in which the opposition argued that the Iraq war had imperilled its citizens. 
17. A few marginal voices have argued that the attack was payback for Iraq, but this is unlikely to wash. 
18. Civil liberties are a minority interest in Britain: a poll conducted over the weekend by Populus for the Times showed that 86% of those surveyed supported giving the police new powers to arrest people they suspect of planning terrorist attacks.
19. On May 16th, Bill Frist, the Republican majority leader, and Harry Reid, the minority leader, announced that they had broken off negotiations. 
20. Mr Frist is demanding that all of Mr Bush's nominees for the federal bench get an up-or-down vote. 
21. They fear that such a latter-day version of Clarence Thomas, the black justice who was appointed by Mr Bush's father, will split the Democratic coalition by appealing to conservative women or minorities.
22. Three Republicans—Mr McCain, Lincoln Chafee and Olympia Snowe—have already signalled that they will vote against any rule change. 
23. Ms Rogers Brown has argued that it is right to apply a “higher law” than the constitution. Such a blatant attack on the church-state divide worries even some conservatives.
24. Only a third of the respondents to the Pew poll said that they were following the controversy about the filibuster closely. 
25. Bert Calland, a Navy SEAL who supervised special operations forces in Afghanistan after 9/11, as the CIA's acting deputy director — has signaled that he intends to insure that the CIA retains primacy over all spy operations outside the U.S. Goss seemed to gain an ally in a Presidential Commission looking into weapons of mass destruction. 
26. He usually has an escort walk him through--the better to ensure that he doesn't succumb to the sweet swish of the cards or the signature rattle of the dice. 
27. Surprising support for that work came earlier this month when researchers at Minnesota's Mayo Clinic reported that 11 Parkinson's disease patients being treated with dopamine-enhancing medications began gambling compulsively; one patient eventually lost $100,000. 
28. The just released results showed that compulsive gamblers, drinkers and drug users have high underlying levels of negative emotionality, a syndrome that includes nervousness, anger and a tendency to worry and feel victimized. 
29. A 1999 study ordered by the U.S. Congress found that people who live within 50 miles of a casino have two times as much risk of developing a gambling problem as those living farther away.
30. In one study, researchers at Brown University found that while gamblers take an average of 312 years to develop a problem when they're playing traditional games like cards, slot-machine players fast-forward their addiction, getting hooked in just over a year.
31. Marlatt is worried that abstinence may be less effective with young gamblers and is exploring cognitive techniques that instead teach kids to recognize the triggers that get them to gamble too much.
32. In the United States, many Catholics pray that a new pope will speak to the dangers of secularization.
33. Catholic prelates say further that the Vatican does not adjust its views according to popular opinion. 
34. Nearly 70 percent of U.S. churchgoing Catholics said last week that the next pope should allow Catholics to use birth control, according to a Gallup poll. 
35. The church recommends abstinence as protection against disease, but Jyoti Kumar, a 29-year-old Catholic woman who works as a housekeeper in New Delhi, hopes that the new pope will come from the developing world and will modify the church's strict ban on condom use and birth control.
36. I declare that the church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful.
37. Two years ago more than 160 Milwaukee-area priests sent a letter to the nation's bishops asking that they consider an initiative that would open the priesthood to married men. 
38. The sport was quick to realise that radio and television would enhance revenues rather than deplete them. 
39. The struggle to climb the league ladder—or, at least, to avoid sliding down—means that a large proportion of revenues must be spent on wages and transfer fees, such as David Beckham's ￡24.5m ($40.7m) ticket out of Manchester United in 2003.
40. That is why Brazil's finance ministry announced on December 13th that it would repay early its entire debt of $15.5 billion falling due to the IMF over the next two years. 
41. Mr Kirchner insisted that he will stick to fiscal solvency, “prudent” monetary policy and “a predictable economic environment”. 
42. His opponents argue that he is not. 
43. But it means that governments must stand or fall purely on their own reputation for financial probity. 
44. Both he and his prime minister, Dominique de Villepin, have distanced themselves from the February law, insisting that history is a matter for historians, not lawmakers. 
45. A devastating poll in the Journal du Dimanche has suggested that only 1% of French voters want him to seek re-election in 2007.
46. Last week, he sealed his grip on the party machine by ensuring that the UMP would back a single candidate for 2007: the party, as one observer puts it, has been dechiraquise.
47. UMP deputies know that the prime minister has wider appeal to the centre and the left, making him a better second-round candidate. 
48. The left, which admits it was dozing in February, now argues that the textbook law is provocative and wounding for France's ex-colonies and their descendants, at a time when France cannot afford to stigmatise its minorities. 
49. A report by the Renseignements Generaux, the police intelligence service, leaked to Le Parisien, concluded that the violence was neither orchestrated nor religious, but was rather a “popular revolt” linked to a “crying lack of integration.”
50. After the riots, Mr Chirac spelled out for the first time that he wanted France's institutions to reflect its population—but to do it while remaining officially colour-blind. 
51. Azouz Begag, the minister for equality (who is of Algerian origin), is one of the few who argues that “we must measure the presence of the children of immigration in the police, magistrature, administration and the private sector.” 
52. An arresting poll in Paris-Match magazine in June suggested that, in a run-off between two presidential alternatives, Mr de Villepin would beat either of the top two Socialist pretenders—Francois Hollande and Laurent Fabius—by only a little less than would Mr Sarkozy. 

53. Mr Sarkozy may be happy to mock a model that produces mass unemployment, but Mr de Villepin believes that tinkering is enough.
54. “One cannot assume that Sarkozy will be the only candidate on the right,”says Dominique Reynie, a political scientist at Sciences-Po. 
55. History teaches that, with fratricidal division, much can change in a short time.
56. The Royal College of General Practitioners, a professional body, reckons that another 7,000, or 20%, are needed in England alone by 2008.
57. But experts are worried that hardened gang members won't be caught, partly because their victims are often too scared to turn them in and partly because some schools are more interested in avoiding bad publicity than exposing violent kids.

58. The company announced last week that it has hired dancer Cho Myung Ae as a model to help sell its Anycall mobile phones, which the Samsung ads claim can be used anywhere in the world--with the possible exception of North Korea, where citizens need government permission to even talk to foreigners. 
59. Industry insiders estimate that could be as much as $200,000--or roughly 14,000 times what the average North Korean earns in a year.
60. I want to show people that Africa, with all its problems of AIDS, corruption, wars, famine, has artists who still manage to produce incredibly innovative art of the same quality as that being made in London or New York.
61. It might include the European Commission itself, as policeman of the single market; a few pan-European transport projects; common border controls; research that tends often to underfunded nationally (many Europeans consider that America's generous federal spending on research helps to give its economy a competitive edge); and, perhaps, some foreign aid (a single EU aid budget could avoid much of the duplication that confronts recipients of European aid, although the EU aid programme has often been criticised for being ineffectively delivered).
62. Local geeks claim that the authorities have bought software from China to block opposition-related content in e-mails or websites. 
63. By the same token, the World Bank complains that fashionable causes, like health and education, have won more attention than equally worthy but less glamorous work, such as dredging swamped ports. 
64. Mr Cox of the UNDP says that of the $354m earmarked for road-building in Aceh, only $8m has actually been disbursed. 
65. Still, the World Bank and the BRR, in a recent report on the first year of reconstruction in Indonesia, argue that work has actually proceeded quickly compared to past disasters. 
66. Optimists had hoped that a sense of solidarity in the wake of the tsunami would help bring an end to long-running conflicts in both Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 
67. A British Social Attitudes survey of the general population in 1998 showed that, fully three years before September 11th and riots involving Asian Muslims, prejudice against Asians was stronger than prejudice against blacks.
68. In 2003 another survey found that 56% of people believed Muslims were more loyal to fellow believers abroad than to their own countrymen.
69. Defence lawyers and prisoners' advocates have long been worried that DNA tests can be compromised by human error. 
70. As Eric Freedman, a lawyer for Mr Washington, told the Richmond Times-Dispatch, “There's every reason to believe that in every capital case, there is enormous political pressure to break the rules, if necessary, to keep the defendant convicted.” 
71. In the case of Mr Washington, the audit by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors showed that a state forensic scientist, Jeffrey Ban, relied on botched tests on semen found in Mr Washington's alleged victim to rule out another suspect, Kenneth Tinsley, a convicted multiple rapist now serving two life sentences. 
72. The outside audit also showed that employees of the state division of forensic science felt that they were under pressure from their bosses, and Mr Gilmore's office, to tie up the Washington case despite confusing evidence. 
73. If United supporters believed that Mr Glazer would follow Mr Abramovich's generous lead, there would be few protests. 
74. He has said that his family are “avid Manchester United fans” who want the club to “achieve even greater success”.
75. You might expect that her next instinct was to flee. 
76. It turns out that certain people experience an intense feeling of suffocation when their mouths are covered. 
77. Research on how the mind processes information suggests that part of the problem is a lack of data. 
78. We tend to assume that plane crashes--and most other catastrophes--are binary: you live or you die, and you have very little choice in the matter. 
79. The more disasters he studied, the more he realized that the classic fight-or-flight behavior paradigm was incomplete. 
80. He found that about 45% of people in his experiment shut down (that is, stopped moving or speaking for 30 sec. or often longer) when asked under pressure to perform unfamiliar but basic tasks. 
81. But it turns out that that freezing behavior may be quite adaptive in certain scenarios. 
82. Early findings from another study, sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control, found that only 45% of 445 Trade Center workers interviewed had known the buildings had three stairwells. 
83. The obese will see that they slow down the whole evacuation as they struggle for breath.
84. As he left, he noticed that some of his colleagues were collecting things to take with them. 
85. U.S. policymakers acknowledge that the wage differential won't be erased by a small rise in the yuan's value (say 5%), and they recognize that the Chinese are unlikely to go along with a more consequential one (say 25%). 
86. Indeed, Alan Greenspan pointed out last week that revaluing the yuan won't help the trade imbalance because U.S.-made products will still cost more than those from China, Thailand and Malaysia. 

87. He did not realize that he and so many others were part of an epic, and permanent, migration that would reshape Britain in so many ways, the events of July 7 being just one.
88. To those who say Islam turned the bombers against Britain, they answer that Islam also saved youngsters from Britain.
89. None seems to have noticed that, by promising to put more police on the streets, they make further, embarrassing rises in recorded crimes almost inevitable.
90. The new members' singular lack of jubilation might suggest that this latest enlargement, the biggest by far in the Union's history, has been something of a let-down.
91. In the run-up to the Iraq war in 2003 they mostly supported America, leading France's president, Jacques Chirac, to say that they had missed a good opportunity to shut up. 
92. Its new president, Traian Basescu, elected in December, has said that his priority is to work closely with Washington and London, a formula which pointedly omits Paris and Brussels. 
93. Last week he said that Romania favoured “a state with minimal involvement in the economy”, a rebuke to France's dirigiste model. 
94. If relations deteriorate much further, the French parliament might decide that Romania is still unfit to join, and refuse the treaty.
95. Only Croatia is anywhere near ready to start entry negotiations, but its hopes of doing so last month faltered when the EU decided that it was not co-operating with the Hague war-crimes tribunal, a precondition for talks. 
96. A Eurobarometer opinion poll taken in 2002, just as EU governments were concluding terms for the 2004 enlargement, found that 41% of EU citizens did not want to know any more about the candidate countries, 76% did not wish to live or work in them, and 91% felt “no tie of any kind” with them.
97. But some of those governments now find that they have frightened themselves, and many of their citizens, with the prospect of a wider and woollier Europe. Public opinion has been aroused. 
98. Public opinion in western Europe also senses, accurately, that enlargement points the Union down a road which, if followed to its apparent conclusion, would mean open borders with the Balkans, wages in parts of Europe at Chinese levels, and Turkey as primus inter pares at EU summits. 
99. The emphasis throughout the West on national security since September 11th 2001 means that it is no longer clear even when the countries which joined the EU last year will be admitted to the Schengen zone of passport-free travel, if ever. 
100. Earlier this month, a government-commissioned poll found that more than a third of parents felt the choice of secondary schools in their area was “poor”—ten percentage points more than just a year ago. 
101. Many will move house to get nearer to the school they want, or even resort to more underhand methods—a 2004 poll found that more than a quarter of parents would consider lying about their address or religion to get their child into the school they prefer.
102. It concludes that the greatest social sorting occurs when parents are free to choose but supply is rigid; next comes strict neighbourhood schooling; and the least takes place when parents choose and schools respond quickly to market signals—that is, when it is easy to set up new schools and expand popular ones, and unpopular schools quickly close.
103. In 2003, big increases in teachers' salaries and pension costs meant that some schools with falling rolls looked like getting less money than they had the year before.
104. But critics argue that the governor is better at thinking up popular ideas than at nailing down the details and implementing them.
105. For instance, he likes to stress that, although he is a Democrat, neither income taxes nor sales taxes have gone up on his watch. 
106. Paul Green, a political scientist at Roosevelt University in Chicago, reckons that Mr Blagojevich will thus be hard to beat. 
107. Passing a suspicious-looking pick-up truck en route, he sighs that he doesn't have time to stop. 
108. “Keep them fools out,” says Alvin Pablo, an unemployed landscaper in Tucson, who says that Mexicans took his job. 
109. A recent study by the Congressional Budget Office found that the negative effect of migrants on the wages of unskilled Americans was less clear, and probably lower, than people imagine: it reduced them by something between zero and 10%. 
110. A Texan lawmaker claimed this month that al-Qaeda operatives have moved to Mexico, learned Spanish and been caught slipping into the United States disguised as economic migrants. 
111. Mr Bush argued that “cutting-edge equipment like overhead surveillance drones” can give agents a “broader reach”. 
112. Agent Hawkins explains (though not to Ms Vasquez) that she was seen through an infra-red camera on a distant hilltop. 
113. He insisted that this would not constitute an “amnesty”. Right-wingers said it did.
114. And he boasted that swoops on worksites under “Operation Rollback”, which was “completed” this year, resulted in the arrest of hundreds of illegal aliens and convictions against a dozen employers. 

115. A recent CBS poll found that 75% of Americans—and 87% of Republicans—think more should be done to keep illegal aliens out. 
116. A recent poll of likely Republican voters by the Manhattan Institute found that only a third favoured mass deportations, and only 13% thought it was possible to deport all 11m illegals.
117. That allowed Mr Chavez to gloat that by getting his channel on air he had “scored the first goal” against George Bush.
118. Sandler O'Neill, an investment bank, predicts that the number of online trades, already down in the past year, will turn out to have been at least 10% lower in April than in March. 
119. If the brokers link up too, traders will be hoping that savings at all stages of the chain are passed along to them.
120. Paul Martin, the prime minister, has promised a vote by April, hoping that by then Canadians will savour his government's economic giveaways—including C$39 billion ($33 billion) in tax cuts and extra spending over the next five years announced on November 14th.
121. Now the polls suggest that a new election would once again return a minority Liberal administration. 
122. Wilson thought of his mother when he nixed the idea, insisting that the play--about a former Negro League baseball player struggling to support a family in 1957--must be directed by an African American: "Man, I'm thinking, 'Something is not always better than nothing.' She influenced me in ways like that."
123. He goes to movies rarely and says that for 11 straight years, starting in 1980, he didn't see a single one. 
124. On the last day of the term in 1981, for instance, Justice Rehnquist wrote for a unanimous court to say that Presidents Carter and Reagan had the legal authority to nullify court orders and suspend private lawsuits as part of the agreement with Iran that ended the hostage crisis there. 
125. In those days, five justices, including Justice Rehnquist, were part of a "cert. pool," meaning that a single clerk would write a "pool memo" for each case for all five justices.
126. Mr. Colson estimated that each clerk in the pool produced 7 to 10 memorandums a week.
127. They generally concern mundane topics, and he almost always concluded that the cases were unworthy of the court's attention.
128. Professor Brudney recalled that Mr. Colson was the best athlete in the group and so was not shy about shouting commands. 
129. But by its second term, it realised that reform was needed as well as money, so it reinstated and extended reforms.
130. Ms Clarke says that “the tariff is still very unstable”, and suspects that more work needs to be done on getting the prices for treatments right.
131. While largely untested, the reforms mean that the health service is at long last getting the right medicine. 
132. At great expense to the taxpayer, Labour has learnt that markets matter more than cash in improving the NHS.
133. These folk, an odd mix of national-security hawks and die-hard greens, argue that “dependence on imported petroleum poses a risk to our homeland security and economic well-being.” 
134. In a thinly veiled reference to Saudi Arabia, he explains that he worries about “the corrupting influence of oil receipts that end up in terrorist hands”.
135. Taxpayers for Common Sense, a watchdog group, estimates that the full cost could be more than $90 billion (see chart). 
136. The Christian schools add that the university is violating the students' constitutional right to freedom of speech and religion. 
137. The ACSI, which represents almost 4,000 Christian high schools in America, including some 800 in California, worries that if the Christians' challenge fails, UC's intolerance might spread to other institutions and other states. 
138. Moreover, says a lawyer for the plaintiffs, victory would be “a major blow to the arrogance of the ivory towers and their attempt to say that kids from Christian schools can't be well prepared for university.”
139. It notes that it has approved plenty of courses at Christian schools and in the past four years has accepted 24 of the 32 applicants from the Murrieta school. 
140. And it says that if the courses had used these textbooks “as supplementary, rather than primary, texts, it is likely they would have been approved.”
141. On December 10th a group of trade unions and social movements announced that he would have 90 days to “eliminate” the neo-liberal economy. 
142. Conservatives celebrate the right of every God-fearing American to carry a semi-automatic in his Kyoto-busting SUV while liberals protest that Europe is greener and safer. 
143. Few objective outsiders—if it is possible to be such a thing on abortion—would argue that relying on judges rather than popular will has helped American politics: no other comparable country has such destructive culture wars. 
144. Samuel Alito, Mr Bush's new candidate, claims that the fact that he once advised the Reagan administration on how to overturn Roe will have no bearing on his behaviour on the court. 
145. Gallup polling since the mid-1970s has consistently shown that about 80% of Americans want abortion to be legal—either in all circumstances (21-31%) or in some circumstances (51-61%). 
146. Ruling that the state government could not stop married couples from purchasing contraception, Douglas wrote that the right to privacy exists because the “specific guarantees in the Bill of Rights have penumbras, formed by emanations from those guarantees that help give them life and substance.” 
147. Some Democrats say that they regard “a woman's right to choose” as analogous to a black person's right to vote—a basic human right that cannot be gainsaid by the electorate.
148. Bill Clinton never felt any need to argue that black voting should be “safe, legal and rare”.
149. The Centre for Reproductive Rights claimed in 2004 that 21 conservative states were highly likely to do so and nine somewhat likely. 
150. But this presumes that public opinion has been frozen in aspic since 1973. 
151. Laura Vanderkam of USA Today points out that many of these “anti-Roe” states may well vote in favour of abortion rights: seven have Democratic governors, one (Rhode Island) is firmly in the Democratic column, and many others (Colorado, Ohio) cannot be relied upon to ban it. 
152. Last week, six former heads of Britain's defence staff claimed that the government's prosecution of British troops in Iraq smacked of “political correctness” and ignored the realities of war. 
153. Oxford is still the fifth-best university in the world, according to one recent study, and the eighth according to another, but Mr Hood believes that unless the way it is managed changes, it will slide down the rankings.
154. He doesn't realise that he has to ask it for permission,” says one head of a college. 
155. That's centred on colleges: Mr Hood's critics fear that weakening their power would turn them into dormitories, undermining the personal nature of an Oxford education.
156. Alan Ryan, the warden of New College (so named because it was founded as recently as 1379) says that the university should set “the financial climate for the colleges, and let them get on with it”. 
157. Investigators are going out of their way to emphasize that Buffett is not a target in their expanding probe of the insurance industry. 
158. In a statement, Berkshire stressed that Buffett "was not briefed on how the transactions were to be structured or on any improper use or purpose."
159. Called to account in the principal's office, he argued that the classroom mess was "all Timmy's fault--if he hadn't ducked, the orange wouldn't have hit the wall." 

160. So all the selective readings of his case file obscured the point that he argued for and against affirmative action, for and against environmental regulations, argued that Roe v. Wade should be overturned when he was representing a Republican President and then described it as settled law when he was speaking as a nominee to become an appellate judge.
161. And it would match the history and mystery of the court if it turned out that Roberts ultimately alienates conservatives and not those who fear any Republican appointee. 
162. Georgia Republican Johnny Isakson recalled that when he was elected to the Senate last year, his House colleagues joked that he would have to get a lobotomy to fit in.
163. The younger Senators contend that if anybody is trashing the traditions of the institution, it is the Democrats, who are abusing a weapon that earlier generations reserved for only the gravest matters. 
164. Republicans note that Democrats had a different view of delaying tactics when they were running the Senate. 
165. At a closed-door meeting that afternoon, senior shuttle managers had ruled that the chances that debris from the giant external fuel tank would strike the Discovery at liftoff - in the kind of accident that doomed the Columbia and its seven astronauts in February 2003 - had been reduced to "acceptable levels."
166. It turned out that on liftoff, 16 days earlier, a 1.67-pound piece of foam had fallen from the tank and struck the leading edge of the shuttle's left wing. 
167. Engineers recognized that they could not eliminate all risk from debris, but they could do a much better job of reducing it.
168. He said that while it was premature to conclude whether mistakes were made, many panel members were frustrated with the lack of physical testing of the foam under liftoff conditions.
169. In any event, NASA decided that the tank without the ramp would expose the cables and hoses to destructive winds; agency engineers and managers considered alternatives but could not come up with any that inspired confidence.
170. We did realize that eventually one day we needed to put together a program to remove this PAL ramp if at all possible. 
171. Ultimately, the accident board recommended that NASA find ways to prevent any shedding of foam or other debris. 
172. But the tank that flew with the Discovery last week was made before the new procedures went into effect, and NASA stopped short of requiring that the ramps be redone, said a spokesman, Martin J. Jensen.
173. At its final meeting in June, however, it also found that NASA had failed to meet the goal of eliminating all debris. 
174. The group took issue with the way NASA determined that the foam chunks that might still fall off the tank were too small to cause critical damage. 
175. On Friday, Mr. Covey, who was pilot of the first shuttle mission after the 1986 Challenger accident, said that in light of the PAL ramp incident, his group, too, had erred - but added, "We certainly weren't any smarter, at that point, than the folks who were working it on the NASA side."
176. Dr. Griffin, the NASA administrator, predicted Friday that the foam problem would be quickly repaired and said engineers would consider options that had not been tried before. 
177. But he added that the next generation of spacecraft would place cargo and crew members atop the tank and not on its side, where falling foam and ice invite disaster.
178. Mr Berlusconi had hoped that voters would reward him for two recent rounds of cuts in income tax, and perhaps also for his announcement last month that he would bring Italian troops back from Iraq. 
179. Furthermore, given Italy’s big budget deficit and huge government debts (over 100% of GDP), voters may have realised that any genuine tax cuts would be unaffordable.
180. Mr Berlusconi’s decision to send several thousand troops to support George Bush’s war in Iraq has been deeply unpopular among Italians—recent polls suggest that 70% want them pulled out. 
181. Mr Prodi’s opposition alliance, the Union, is desperate to oust Mr Berlusconi, not least because it fears that he is systematically neutralising rival sources of power and could become, in effect, impossible to remove.
182. But the regional-election victories mean that Mr Prodi, whose previous government collapsed in 1998 after the communists withdrew their support, looks in a strong position to make a comeback. 
183. Now, for the first time, America has admitted that at least part of this is true. 
184. However, the secretary of state insisted at the start of a five-day trip to Europe, that the United States “does not permit, tolerate, or condone torture under any circumstances”. 
185. Ms Rice said, for example, that America does not use other countries' airspace or airports to transport detainees to a third country where they “will be tortured”. 
186. Ms Rice insists that the United States always respects the “sovereignty” of other countries. 
187. Some administration officials have argued that the Convention Against Torture applies only to acts carried out within America's territorial jurisdiction. 
188. Critics allege that this explains why so many of America's interrogation centres—including Guantanamo—are beyond its borders. 
189. This week, Ms Rice seemed to change course: she said that the UN ban on the torture or cruel treatment of detainees applies to all American personnel (including the CIA) throughout the world. 
190. During Ms Rice's visit to Berlin, Angela Merkel, Germany's new chancellor, announced that the United States had “accepted” that it had “erroneously taken” a German citizen to a jail in Afghanistan. 
191. This week, Louise Arbour, the UN's high commissioner for human rights, warned that the absolute ban on torture could become a casualty of the “war on terror”. 
192. Without naming the United States, she criticised “governments in a number of countries” who were claiming that the world had changed and that the old rules no longer applied. 
193. Mr Krajewski says that this news was a necessary shock.
194. Though Mr Stern vows that his members will not be “lapdogs for any political parties”, he is also unlikely to start backing Republicans willy-nilly. 
195. Mr Levine of Berkeley points out that the union movement “started declining at almost exactly the moment that the AFL and the CIO unified”. 
196. Soon after America's invasion of Afghanistan, a poll of British Muslims found that among those over 35, some 30% saw religion as their main source of identity. 
197. The letter explained that Labour's “chaotic asylum system” had cost Dorset more than ￡1m since 1997. 
198. Shamit Saggar, a political scientist at Sussex university, believes that most voters have come to see immigration as a matter of government competence rather than policy.
199. As for those who are really worked up about it, they may have listened rather too closely to Michael Howard, the Tory leader, when he argued that immigration is not an unqualified menace and should be controlled rather than abolished outright.
200. One must either be carefree enough to think that nothing matters or intense enough to believe that everything does. 
201. I knew that he was the one I wanted to have it with, so I committed to doing whatever it took for things to work.
202. Fonda insists that what the public saw--in this case, the most widely reported middle-aged divorce since Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton's--was not the confused end of yet another phase but the assertive debut of her complete feminist self, a project that had been quietly flourishing while the marriage deteriorated. 
203. Fonda has never let a lack of certitude translate into a lack of enthusiasm, and she understands that the exuberance with which she broadcasts her new self--writing a book, teaching lessons about feminism she admits she has just learned, accepting Christianity after years of spiritual apathy--will undoubtedly raise eyebrows.
204. MTU executives and private-equity investors argue that without the investor-backed restructuring, the firms would be worse off. 
205. Udo Stark, MTU's chief executive since the beginning of this year, points out that the restructuring plans, including layoffs, were put in place even before KKR bought the company. 
206. Stark calls the locust debate his firm is caught up in "irksome and damaging," and he is worried that private-equity investors are being built up as "the straw men for all of Germany's problems, from high unemployment to the financial problems of the national pension system. It's the easy way out."

207. At least two big buyout deals, involving retailer W.H. Smith and food producer Uniq, have fallen apart in the past few months because of objections raised by the trustees of the firms' pension funds, who were worried that former employees could suffer.
208. A study by consultants Ernst & Young published in France last month estimates that the 3,700 French firms with private-equity backing collectively created 39,000 new jobs last year, bringing the total number they employ to more than 1 million. 
209. Millet is well aware that many Europeans still view U.S. private-equity groups as unscrupulous financiers "who will debone a company and chop it up into slices like a sausage." 
210. But with time, as more and more companies on the Continent get bought and resold, he believes people will understand that private equity is a positive force. 
211. Writing in the New England Journal of Medicine, researchers at Duke University Medical Center reported that infants born with a fatal nerve disorder have been helped--and perhaps even saved--by treatment with stem cells taken from the umbilical cords of healthy babies.
212. Yes, iced-coffee season is upon us, which means that scam artists are gearing up to charge you more for less. 
213. That means that the coffee in a 20-ounce container of iced coffee actually costs 1 to 11 cents less to make than the hot coffee, depending on how much cheap ice is occupying space that should rightly be filled with rich, expensive coffee.
214. In particular, Labour worries that the better it does in the polls, the worse it will do on May 5th. 
215. This strategy was boosted when a leaked copy of the advice the attorney-general gave the government on the war suggested that he had voiced doubts about its legality. 
216. It looked as though the Labor prime minister, Paul Keating, could not lose the election—until his opponent, John Howard, suggested that the electorate use its voice to “send a message” to Mr Keating. 
217. More recently, its attempts to deny that condoms help prevent the transmission of HIV/AIDS have jeopardised the lives of some of its most devoted members, the congregations of sub-Saharan Africa. 
218. Defenders of John Paul's papacy would argue that he responded in the right way to this inexorable trend: instead of watering down the faith, he upheld the fundamentals of Christian teaching, in the belief that a significant minority, at least, would be drawn to the light if it burned brightly. 
219. So, in theory at least, the pope's penchant for mixing the mystical with the cerebral should have brought him closer to the eastern Orthodox world, which sees that synthesis as one of its greatest gifts.
220. He set himself on fire freebasing cocaine and heard that he had died on television in the hospital. 
221. Mr Pryor claimed that on a trip to Africa he realised the ugliness of the word “nigger” and renounced it, but the Pandora's box he opened with the N-word is still open. 
222. Willow Creek is particularly careful to ensure that everything is suitably tailored for different age-groups. 
223. But when he moved to Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, Southern California, he realised that Baptist staples like altar calls—in which worshippers come to the front of the church and accept Jesus—would not go down well with his prosperous and laid-back congregation. 
224. John Vaughan, a consultant who specialises in mega-churches, argues that 2005 has been a landmark year. 
225. Willow Creek estimates that over half of the people who come to its Sunday services would otherwise be “unchurched”. 
226. The late Peter Drucker pointed out that these churches have several lessons to teach mainline businesses. 
227. Joyce Meyer, who promises that God rewards people with his blessings, counts among her own blessings a $2m home and a $10m jet.
228. The people at Lakewood believe that “the entire Bible is inspired by God, without error”. 
229. Cuddly old Rick Warren believes that “heaven and hell are real places” and that “Jesus is coming again”. 
230. There is no reason to think that the latest style of marriage between religion and business is an exception. 
231. He knows that the legacy he sets such store by requires Labour to win a fourth term under Mr Brown. 
232. A poll for The Economist shows that 90% of Britons (and almost the same share of Londoners) believe the city will be targeted again within a year.
233. Fully 59% reckon that travelling in the capital has become more dangerous, while only 1% believe the opposite.
234. Another survey found that the share of local people reporting symptoms of trauma fell by two-thirds in the six months following the attacks.
235. Rafi Melnick, who follows the Tel Aviv stock market at the Interdisciplinary Centre in Herzliya, says that bombings affect equity values only if a campaign is prolonged and deadly. 
236. Oxford Economic Forecasting, a consultancy, estimates that Britain's tourism industry will lose about 1.5m visitors by the end of 2006. 
237. The notoriously militant RMT transport workers' union moved quickly, insisting that plans to reduce station staff be put on hold and extra guards be added to trains.
238. A federal jury in Seattle heard that Antoine, who was linked to the deaths of 173 eagles, had paid other B.C. residents $20 to $50 apiece to shoot the birds, which he then butchered and smuggled the parts across the border. 
239. But while he acknowledges that eagles have a historic place in aboriginal societies, Chang adds, "There are native Americans willing to trade in these parts." 
240. They say that she either does not hear problems or--because her technical limitations prevent her from fixing them--that she ignores them.
241. But I need to know that we're a team.
242.  This is the sixth-floor lab in Building No. 85 at Seoul National University, the center of operations for Woo Suk Hwang, the South Korean scientist who made headlines last week when he announced that his team, using Dolly-the-sheep techniques, had created 11 human stem-cell lines perfectly matched to the DNA of human patients--a giant leap beyond anything any other lab has achieved. 
243. "Professor Hwang jokes that we're good at manipulating the egg this way because we can use chopsticks," says Okjae Koo, one of the graduate students in the lab.
244. He even makes sure that at least one of his researchers keeps the cells company all day and most of the night, as a way of nurturing respect for them. 
245. Later studies showed that a currency's purchasing power does assert itself over the long run. 
246. Our index shows that burger prices can certainly fall out of line with each other. 
247. David Parsley, of Vanderbilt University, and Shang-Jin Wei, of the International Monetary Fund, estimate that non-traded inputs, such as labour, rent and electricity, account for between 55% and 64% of the price of a Big Mac*.
248. They find that the parts of the burger that are traded internationally converge towards purchasing-power parity quite quickly. 
249. And a study by A.T. Kearney, a consulting firm, suggests that domestic mergers are the only ones worth doing. 
250. Its analysis of last year's takeover of Abbey, a British bank, by Spain's Santander Central Hispano (SCH) concludes that it “does not create value”. 
251. Mr Profumo himself is at a crossroads: some surmise that, if this merger is shelved, a career in politics will be his next step.
252. On June 23rd the Sun, a British tabloid, said that it had bought the bank-account details of 1,000 Britons from an intermediary in Delhi who worked for an Indian outsourcing firm. 
253. Extrapolating from a study of eight industrial sectors, the institute calculated that in 2003 there were 1.5m service jobs outsourced abroad from developed countries. 
254. To set that in context, it points out that “an average of 4.6m Americans started work with a new employer every month” in the year to March 2005.
255. The OECD confirms that “even the largest projections of ‘jobs lost to offshoring' are relatively small in comparison to general job turnover.” 
256. A study published this week by LogicaCMG, an Anglo-Dutch outsourcing firm, says that the shares of British quoted firms, after announcing outsourcing deals, outperformed comparable firms without such a deal by an average of 1.7% in the month after the announcement.
257. LogicaCMG says that, if British firms increase their outsourcing by half by the end of the decade, an extra ￡10 billion ($18 billion) will be added to their stockmarket value.
258. Many people thought that Mr Rehnquist, who suffers from thyroid cancer, would announce his retirement at the end of the court's current session on June 27th; he is still expected to announce his retirement sometime this summer. 
259. Many social conservatives, of course, are praying that George Bush will pick justices who will do precisely that.
260. And that all assumes that Congress knows what the nominee really thinks. 
261. Justice Breyer reckoned that the one in a Kentucky courthouse was no good, but the one outside the Texas capitol was fine, because it was less prominent and surrounded by secular artefacts. 

262. The court said that they did, because Congress regulates inter-state commerce. 
263. Not because he is a big fan of pot, but because he thinks that it is a big stretch to say that growing it in your backyard to ease the pain of terminal cancer affects inter-state commerce. 

264. In America, by contrast, conservatives whinge that abortion is legal because a majority of judges, after peering into the constitution's “penumbra”, discovered a right to abortion that had lain hidden for centuries. 
265. One reason why the debate about abortion and other moral issues has been more bitter in America than elsewhere is that many Americans believe that the Supreme Court has usurped powers that properly belong to Congress, the states or the people: that unelected judges are “legislating from the bench”.
266. Mr Bush has said that he would like to appoint more strict constructionists: he cites Mr Thomas and Mr Scalia as his models. 
267. Many Ukrainians say that, since the huge street protests last November and December that culminated in Viktor Yushchenko's victory in the presidential election on December 26th, they are much freer. 
268. Mr Yushchenko's intervention to remove the caps provoked a contretemps; the president was rumoured to have suggested that the prime minister might consider resigning. 
269. Petro Oliynyk, the new governor of the Lvov region, says that 200 of the local tax administration's 3,000 employees have been replaced. 
270. If it all sounds unlikely, it is worth remembering that it is now possible to lob a spacecraft all the way to Mars and have it land safely using an inflatable shell similar to Lavochkin's. 
271. They reasoned that if they could find similar behaviour in another species of primate (none of which has yet invented a cash economy) this would suggest that loss-aversion evolved in a common ancestor. 
272. The monkeys quickly learned that humans valued these inedible discs so much that they were willing to trade them for scrumptious pieces of apple, grapes and jelly.
273. Despite this deception, the monkeys quickly worked out that the second salesman offered the better overall deal, and came to prefer him.
274. Standard cosmological models predict that neutrinos, a type of elementary particle with no electric charge and very little mass, were created in large numbers in the Big Bang. 
275. Cosmologists therefore have good reason to believe that relic neutrinos permeate today's universe, forming a cosmic neutrino background (CNB) that parallels the CMB. 
276. And on June 15th, Roberto Trotta of Oxford University and Alessandro Melchiorri of the University of Rome, La Sapienza, announced that they had done just that.
277. In 1995 Wayne Hu, a physicist who now works at the University of Chicago, speculated that gravitational effects caused by fluctuations in the neutrino background might be visible in the much more easily detectable fluctuations in the microwave background. 
278. For instance, they have recently come to believe that the universe is dominated by a mysterious phenomenon that they have dubbed “dark energy”. 
279. Those who fear the lengthening arm of the state should note that all of this information (and a good deal more) is already in government hands. 
280. Pieter Kasselman of Cybertrust, an information-security company, points out that consumer data and credit-reference companies already know much more about what people get up to. 

281. The Home Office reckons that the cost of introducing biometric identity cards and passports over ten years will be around ￡5.8 billion ($10.5 billion), or ￡93 per person. 
282. Production has kept pace with demand, but only just, and many worry that there may not be much more in the tank.
283. But no one, to Buttonwood’s knowledge, believes that higher oil prices are a net plus for economic activity. 
284. Using data from 1973 for developed countries, and a shorter series for developing ones, Mr Jacobsen and his colleagues found that oil-price changes and stockmarket returns are linked but lagged: if oil prices rise, shares do fall, but not right away. 
285. Oil bulls argue that the price of the black stuff can only go up and stay up.
286. Cambridge Energy Research Associates, a think-tank, predicts that these and other developments will provide some 6m-7.5m bpd more capacity than the world needs by the end of the decade. 
287. All this means that the price of oil is set to drop, the bears growl.

288. But analysts say that the mergers may not rid the industry of its sleazy reputation. 
289. They also worry that the problems of integration, such as how to restructure branch networks, may be buried in the rush to meet Mr Soludo's deadline.
290. Analysts estimate that there is probably room for three or four larger foreign banks to help consolidate the Nigerian market.
291. But because the fiddling by many of the banks has ensured that they will survive Mr Soludo's planned consolidation, there will probably have to be another round of mergers before the central bank's target is met. 
292. On June 24th, Guidant announced a technical fault in five models of “implantable cardiac defibrillators” or ICDs—tiny electrical devices that jolt dicky hearts back into rhythm—and recommended that physicians stop implanting them.
293. In June, St Jude Medical announced that 39,000 of its defibrillators need software upgrades to correct defects. 
294. But scepticism about the future of their union does not imply that Europeans want closer transatlantic ties.
295. Sitting in a stately meeting room in his Beijing offices, the blunt, English-speaking 54-year-old chairman and chief executive of China National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) joked that the outcome could “make me a hero or a martyr”. 
296. Mr Fu insists that it is: “China needs gas. Unocal will allow us to sell more gas to China and grow our company for shareholders.” 
297. But he believes that Mr Bush is privately committed to doing mo re on direct aid than he is prepared to say, as well as being ready to write off the debt of 32 poor countries. 

298. Although he claims never to think about getting anything in return from Mr Bush for going to war with him in Iraq, he would argue that it is all of a piece. 
299. Late last year, when he announced that he was putting the plight of Africa and global warming at the top of his G8 agenda, he must have thought it would win him some credit with the people who most disliked his Iraq adventure. 
300. Mr Blair can argue that Mr Bush is prevented from signing up to Mr Brown's IFF by laws restricting Congress's budgetary freedom. 
301. Those close to Mr Blair say that “aiming high” was part of a deliberate strategy intended to mobilise a mass campaign to put pressure on other political leaders to go along with Britain's agenda. 
302. Mr Blair now acknowledges the seriousness of that mistake without realising that he is repeating it.
303. And liberals regularly contend that one of America's two great parties is bent on creating a theocracy—backed by a solid core of somewhere between a quarter and a third of the population.

304. Most Americans say that religion is very important (60%) or fairly important (26%) in their lives, but Karlyn Bowman, a polling analyst at the American Enterprise Institute, points out that the figures were 75% and 20% in 1952.
305. Mr Land claims that one in three of the baby-boomers now identify themselves as evangelical.
306. Private polls also suggest that he won significant numbers of Orthodox Jews. 
307. Its founder, Jim Dobson, a former child-psychology professor, points out that the focus of his ministry's considerable energy remains family life, but its public-policy arm is growing. 
308. “You eat an apple one bite at a time,” argues Mr Land, who points out that with both gay marriage and abortion the religious right's current position is to leave decisions to state legislatures, as they are left in Europe. 
309. Tony Perkins, the president of the Family Research Council, insists that those liberal judges will inadvertently come to the right's help by overturning either the federal Defence of Marriage Act or one of the state constitutional amendments. 
310. The bad news is that this achievement is 600,000 patients short of the mid-2005 target set by the WHO, which means that “3 by 5” looks like turning into “3 by 6” instead. 
311. That is not to say that drug prices and patents are no longer controversial. 
312. They and their exhausted partners may, however, take comfort from the fact that a group of scientists has just found that technique is not everything.
313. A twin study assumes that the individuals in pairs of identical and non-identical twins had shared family environments when they were young, allowing the genetic basis of behavioural traits to be teased out.
314. Dr Kilgallon and Dr Simmons show that something similar happens in humans.
315. Women might be interested to observe that certain kinds of pornography can increase their partners' fertility. 
316. And men might like to note that mobile phones are not intended as a form of contraception. 
317. Flushing away complaints that the bill pandered to female voters, the mayor argued that it will not only speed women through toilets in sports arenas, bars, concert halls, convention halls and theatres (schools, restaurants, hospitals and municipal buildings are exempt), but also “reduce waiting-around time for their male companions.”
318. Last week al-Zarqawi's group announced that it had set up a separate brigade for Iraqi suicide bombers.
319. He concedes that he has not thought deeply about what life might be like in such a state; after all, he doesn't expect to live long enough to experience it. 

320. For non-Iraqis, the isolation can serve a practical purpose, ensuring that they keep a low profile and avoid arousing suspicion with their foreign accents. 
321. Iraqi Interior Ministry officials claim they have evidence showing that many of the bombers are drafted involuntarily.
322. "Those who go on these missions know that they are about to see their Creator," he says. 
323. Principal Siddiqui, 35, a mother of three whose parents came from India, contends that the strain of Islam taught at Universal is one that is free of provincial baggage. 
324. Assigned by his English teacher to write an essay about his own American Dream, a 15-year-old wrote that the occupied territories should be returned to the Palestinians and "the Jews should be left to suffer.
325. Vice chairman Zarzour has become more hopeful as time has passed since 9/11, believing that "it will be harder and take longer, but integration is possible. 
326. The loss of foam from that spot after so much work to correct the problem, he went on, proves that the problem is still far more complex than NASA understands.
327. "I like to think that was an omen for wonderful things to come," says Dorothea Liddell. 
328. "Approximately 90 percent of the orchestra musicians believe that ending the search process now, before we are sure the best candidate has been found, would be a disservice to the patrons of the BSO."
329. He told senators who opposed him that he would "go to every one of your states, and . . . 
330. He also threatened to keep his battle going, declaring that "I am going to go home.”
331. Earlier this month, we noted that the emissions figures cited by U.S. officials attending the international climate change conference in Montreal seemed dubious
332. Its report, published in October 2003, noted that of the 30 elements of the administration's then-recently proclaimed agenda on greenhouse gases…
333. Unfortunately, the party's leadership seems to have drawn precisely the wrong lesson from the outcome, concluding that Mr. Kilgore, a staunch conservative, was not sufficiently right-wing. 
334. His distaste for new taxes was so pronounced that he once cynically suggested that he would oppose a "yes" vote on regional referendums……
335. On Monday, a senior United Nations official reported that an additional 20,000 people had been made homeless in the past few weeks alone.
336. As a condition of its lending, the bank insisted that oil revenue be used for poverty reduction, and at first it mostly was. 
337. Its own research suggested that aid to countries with poor governance was often wasted.
338. The company ought to be glad to do this, because it has a stake in showing that oil can boost development.
339. Mr. Nour, a 41-year-old member of parliament and a secular democrat, had announced that he intended to challenge President Hosni Mubarak's plan to extend his term in office.
340. Mr. Bush, and Congress, must prove that wrong, both to the Egyptian government and to the Arabs across the Middle East who will be closely watching.

341. In a death penalty case in which the convict argued that the prosecution had improperly struck blacks from a jury pool…
342. Natwar M. Gandhi, notes that $36 million in infrastructure cost is not covered by the bond financing.

343. Mubarak is betting that he won't. Egypt is the largest recipient of U.S. aid after Iraq and Israel…
344. Mr. Mubarak supposes that Egypt's maintenance of a cold peace with Israel, and its sporadic efforts to help the Palestinian Authority…
345. Egypt's 77-year-old president is seeking to prove that Mr. Bush's commitment to democracy isn't serious.
346. Mr. Mubarak will have demonstrated that democracy is no more important to U.S. policy now that it was before Sept. 11, 2001. The way will be open for him to install his 42-year-old son, Gamal, as his successor.
347. Mr. Bush show that Mr. Mubarak is wrong? A first step would be to suspend all discussions between his administration and Egypt over a free-trade agreement.

348. And he's using it only "where we have a reasonable basis to conclude that one of the parties of the communication is either a member of al Qaeda or affiliated with al Qaeda."
349. Mr. Bush says that while the FISA process is okay for ongoing "monitoring" of suspected terrorists, this program is designed to be "quick to detect and prevent."
350. Mr. Bush and Gen. Hayden both insist that it has yielded critical information, and the administration claims congressional leaders responded that fixing the FISA process would have been difficult.
351. …and the administration claims congressional leaders responded that fixing the FISA process would have been difficult.
352. But swift passage of the Patriot Act suggests that the legislature would not have ignored a pressing problem with intelligence collection
353. Congress should amend that authorization to clarify that it does not supplant domestic espionage laws.
354. But they also understand that due process can be infringed only so much before the injury becomes irreparable.
355. …is the consequence of many Americans realizing that the administration has gone too far.
356. On Monday he conceded that the constitutional process "did not unify Iraqis" and said that the new Iraqi government would face challenges "in four critical areas…
357. And the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) requires that national security wiretaps be authorized by the secretive FISA court.
358. Why the administration even deems it necessary remains opaque. Mr. Bush said yesterday said that the program helped address the problem of "terrorists inside the United States . . .
359. Does the administration now claim that warrantless surveillance of hundreds of people by an agency generally barred from domestic spying is…
360. …wisdom of the Federal Reserve -- though it shouldn't be assumed that the trade deficit…
361. Bayonne, N.J.: You're right when you say that the President's poll numbers are an important story because they reflect how the president is seen in the eyes of the public.
362. Washington, D.C.: If Abramoff decides to plea and testify, does conventional wisdom hold that he would try to bolster the White House claims that he was an 'equal money dispenser,'and try to spare DeLay and others from further scrutiny, or do the facts (dollars) speak for themselves?
363. I would doubt that anyone at the Bush White House would honestly say this is a crank view.
364. Birmingham, Ala.: How effective will the Republican latest tactic to try to show that Abramoff was/is as shady with the Dems as the Repubs?
365. I do recall that the Democratic-leaning (but pretty hawkish) editorial page made no endorsement at all in 1988, because they did not think Michael Dukakis was sufficiently strong on foreign policy and national security issues.
366. Cooper has previously testified that he brought up the subject of Plame with Libby and that Libby responded that he had heard about her from someone else in the media, according to sources knowledgeable about Cooper's testimony.
367. As we know, Libby was indicted in part precisely on the fact that, according to Cooper, Libby did not say that he had heard about Plame from someone else in the media.
368. Are you ever concerned that your superiors are under more pressure from this White House than any previous administration.
369. In the debate over torture, many advocates -- including Sen. John McCain -- have stated that torture results in bad information.
370. He has admitted that the intelligence underlying the reasons was flawed,
371. Skaneateles, N.Y.: Maybe this is too obvious but, if the President has decided that he can eavesdrop on anyone at anytime for any reason, why do we need a Patriot Act?
372. Stephen Barr: Pretty quiet. OPM projects that most of you will retire, of your own will, between 2008 and 2010.
373. New York, N.Y.: You claim that "-published rules have the added benefit of sending a message to our allies and enemies that in an open society, we value the rule of law and will not train soldiers to violate human rights.
374. History has proven that this policy has benefited our soldiers and enhanced our respect throughout the world.
375. I doubt that we are getting much valuable intel. from the detainees at Gitmo after 3 plus years.
376. Victor Hansen: I would hope that the addendum would impose the regularity and consistency that you suggest will occur.
377.  I do not believe that one more secret set of rules is the answer.
378. Victor Hansen: Perhaps, and I would agree that this is an improvement from the current situation.
379. Birmingham, Ala.: You seem to argue that because "we value the rule of law, -we should] not train soldiers to violate human rights.
380. Our troops must believe that what they are doing has a moral and justifiable reason.
381. Victor Hansen: I think that the situation at Abu Ghraib showed that something is broken.
382. You say that "Every official investigation that looked into the causes for detainee abuse at the Abu Ghraib prison noted that there was confusion at all levels", but isn't that because we were using civilian contractors?
383. I have found that deleting any items found, emptying the Windows recycle bin, clearing the cache and restarting are the best methods for avoiding problems.

384. Howard Kurtz: I agree that the story could have had an impact on the election, and obviously the Times COULD have run it last year, but decided, at the administration's urging, to hold the story.
385. I've always believed that a responsibility of reporters is to question authority.
386. Re: Jack Anderson: I always believed that Anderson did not write for the people in the know in politics, the folks who live in New York and Washington.
387. Howard Kurtz: Novak simply hasn't confirmed that he testified.
388. Anonymous: Can we please stipulate that there is a difference between the White House leaking the identity of a CIA agent to punish that agent's husband, and a government employee leaking that a law is being broken and Americans are being sued upon by the White House?
389. …with the recent news that the administration has decided that mere laws don't apply to it.
390. …the subject of much criticism among our chat participants today -- shows that its editors took the administration's request very seriously.
391. …the president was confirming the very facts in his radio address that he had refused to discuss with Lehrer.
392. This indicates that these schools are doing something different, that they should be studied, and that any problems due to being in an environment less conducive to learning can be remedied at least somewhat.
393. In your Tuesday column you indicated that there were 462 graduating seniors at Annandale High, but enrollment statistics on the FCPS Web site show 504 seniors at Annandale in June 2005.
394. Jay Mathews: I truly believe that kids drop out of college, and there is plenty of research to back that up, because they find they are unprepared for the academic demands of college.
395. Alexandria, Va.: Do you think that the early separation of the "gifted" kids and the "regular" kids has caused the problems of lack of interest in taking advanced classes in high school?
396. I don't think that marking kids in the third grade is a very accurate assessment of their intellect.
397. Fairfax, Va.: I disagree that AP and IB courses prepare students for college.
398. Several neighbors have mentioned that they are planning to move into the Woodson area.
399. Norman E. Rosenthal, M.D.: I recommend that you see a mental health professional, who might be a social worker, psychologist, licensed counselor or psychiatrist
400. Norman E. Rosenthal, M.D.: I would not assume that these conditions will just go away.
401. Rockville, Md.: I have a friend who believes that actors are conspiring to take over the world with help from the British Royal family and assorted other groups.
402. But it does seem that he hurt his credibility in some circles with the Terry Schiavo case.
403. On the evening of Sept. 12, 2001, the White House proposed that Congress authorize the use of military force to "deter and pre-empt any future acts of terrorism or aggression against the United States.
404. All Americans agree that keeping our nation safe from terrorists demands aggressive and innovative tactics.
405. "We know that most Republicans and most Democrats will take different positions maybe 70 percent of the time," Johnson said.
406. …often in their conversation, but they both know that earlier efforts to encourage cross-party friendships by such devices as occasional weekend "family retreats" largely failed to improve the atmosphere.
407. But Johnson and Israel say that leaders of their parties have done nothing to discourage their efforts -- and, at least in some cases, have been encouraging.
408. It can be asserted beyond a reasonable doubt that each of the disapproving words about liberalism in the previous paragraph now applies to conservatism.
409. Supply-siders asserted that cutting taxes on the wealthy -- and especially on savings and investment -- would help everyone, including the poor, by promoting economic growth.
410. I'd like to hope that today's graying of conservatism will invite liberals to a new era of innovation.
411. Even weaker is the administration's claim that Congress approved such wiretaps in its September 2001 resolution authorizing the use of force against terrorist organizations.
412. Right after Sept. 11 the Bush administration announced that it had no use for the Geneva Conventions.
413. The fact that the defendant had robbed does not necessarily mean that he has robbed again.
414. It seems that the Imperial Presidency has been restored.
415. On Saturday, he was wrathful. How dare someone reveal that for years his administration has been eavesdropping on the phone calls and e-mails of American citizens?
416. It's just that many of us have concluded that defeating Islamic fundamentalism cannot be accomplished by abandoning basic American values.
417. Nor will it do to argue that the Clinton administration ultimately accepted the strictures of the FISA law after a revision was passed.
418. Contrary to the administration, I also believe that as a matter of political prudence and comity with Congress.

419. Well, it's true that anything is possible -- before Albert Einstein, who would have believed that time passes infinitesimally more slowly for a passenger on a train than for a farmer standing beside the tracks. 
420. The judge notes that nothing in Darwin forecloses religious belief.
421. I don't know if anyone does time capsules anymore, but if they do I suggest that a DVD of the George Clooney movie "Syriana" be included.
422. This is presumably one reason why President Bush decided that national security required that he not simply follow the strictures of the 1978 foreign intelligence act, and, indeed, it reveals why the issue of executive power and the law in our constitutional order is more complicated than the current debate would suggest.
423. For the 21st time, the president affirmed that the world's most dangerous men should not have the "world's most dangerous weapons."
424. One common theme from some conservative critics would be to complain that I was being unfair to Bush or the GOP in one breath while taking note of my race in the other and complaining that black people don't vote Republican.
425. "In a blistering letter sent to celebrity magazines, attorney John Lavely wrote that the publication of photographs "showing [Aniston] topless or in the act of taking off or putting on her top" would expose those titles to 'substantial monetary damages.'
426. I'm not saying that everyone who expressed outrage over the National Security Agency's no-warrant spying is a Bush-basher or that everyone who has questioned the Times's decision to run with the story (or walk with the story, since it was delayed by a year) is a Bush-loving media hater. 
427. "Supporters of the oil drilling proposal, led by Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), thought that high gasoline prices and bigger GOP majorities in the House and Senate would make this the year they would achieve their long-sought goal.
428. "Pirro announced that she'll run instead for state attorney general 
429. I remember the Clintonites, during the first term, complaining that their man wasn't getting credit for an economic rebound whose existence was doubted by many people.
430. "Last quarter's GDP numbers show that the U.S. economy can withstand natural disasters, rising interest rates, $70 oil, $4 gasoline -- and the relentless pessimism of elite forecasters who said today's prosperity could never happen."
431. It never occurred to me, though, to consider that he might be getting ready to 'flip.' .
432. Maureen Dowd says that "in the distaff version of Swift-boating,”
433. "The Republicans are saying that Hillary is too angry.
434. "Are the Republicans claiming that Hillary is angry to get people like me to react, to get her nominated so they can crush her in 2008.
435. Wingnut crybabies are whining that W got dissed at Coretta King's funeral.
436. But Luskin insists that special prosecutor Patrick J. Fitzgerald "will ultimately conclude that 'Karl didn't do anything wrong' because Rove has 'the virtue of being innocent.' "
437. " 'This clearly demonstrates that the Bush administration has suffered a loss of will and that they have capitulated to the worst elements in our culture,' said William A. Donohue, president of the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights.
438. He added that the administration would do all it could, within the law, to protect its citizens from terrorists.
439. Would you not agree that there's some linkage there?
440. 'That he went to speak about Medicare in Virginia today, instead of an assembly of delegates from all over the country indicates that he's afraid to speak in anything but a controlled environment,' Binstock said during a session on improving the Medicare program, which provides health care for 43 million older and disabled Americans.
441. Williams said that while tagging along with the president he could hear protesters outside the Philadelphia hotel where Bush was speaking yelling "Shame! Shame!"
442. ABC News's The Note writes that Bush has an interview today with Fox News's Brit Hume, and then speculates:
443. They know that prosecutor Patrick Fitzgerald, in addition to presenting some new evidence to a new federal grand jury, has also re-presented previously-gathered evidence to that grand jury.
444. Q Also he said today, and he's said this before, that some people have suggested that if we leave the terrorists alone, terrorists will leave the United States alone.
445. "Bush has repeatedly noted that the decision to go to war was his responsibility.
446. But Janet Kornblum points out that she had a story about the conference in USA Today on Monday, where she noted that Bush was not planning to attend.
447. Schmeman says that the White House hasn't been any more specific than to say that it will have something to do with the war on terror.
448. He predicts: "So by spring, if not earlier, look for Bush to announce that progress in Iraq allows U.S. forces to start coming home.
449. But Britton spotted something else as well: "You cite the 'properties' of the document to get to the true author, but did you notice that the title wasn't the same in the properties section?
450. He noted that there are "as many orphans from AIDS in sub-Sararan Africa as there are children east of the Mississippi.
451. Praising the sacrifices of U.S. and allied troops, he added that Iraq will become a place of "tolerance and freedom" in the Muslim world. 
452. Bush this time found himself arguing with those who "conclude that the war is lost."
453. "This proves that the war is difficult," he said, "it does not mean that we are losing."
454. Tonya Sloan, 27, and Anthony Milam, 27, were arrested Monday night after Sloan reported that her car had been stolen from the parking lot of a convenience store in Winfield with the boy in the back seat.
455. Doctors said that such a hole was a fairly common birth defect and that they planned to perform a cardiac catheterization within a month to repair it.
456. Fulgoni said he anticipated that sales will hit almost $20 billion by Christmas.
457. But other industry experts noted that traditional retailers seemed to scale back discounts after Black Friday.
458. Hannon predicted that today the mall would be busiest in the morning, with the crowds thinning out by about 4 p.m.
459. But the company predicted that the past few days will result in even bigger figures.
460. But they revealed that ABN Amro's branch in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, falsified various payments processed at branches in the United States to hide the involvement of Bank Melli Iran…
461. I think that Rick's concern is over the family and what the eventual outcome will be for the family.
462. Herwitz learned that Stern was in talks with Sirius from Mahoney Cohen's chief executive, who was also Stern's personal accountant..

463. Scott Krugman, spokesman for the National Retail Federation, an industry trade group, said that those factors created "the equivalent of retail's perfect storm."
464. December sales figures until next week, many industry experts predicted that industry-wide growth this year would be moderate to strong.
465. Oser said he planned to put the sign outside of his store later in the day but that many of his customers already knew that this week meant big sales.
466. The NRF predicts that this season, consumers will spend nearly 16 percent of their holiday budget on gift cards, pumping up sales 6.6 percent, to $18.48 billion.
467. Advertising Age critic Bob Garfield said that an increase in such edgy advertising campaigns, which attempt to create "buzz about buzz," are a sign that traditional advertising methods are failing.
468. MTV Films announced that it bought rights to make a movie based on the game.
469. The new offer, however, also demanded that workers fund 6 percent of their retirement costs -- a change that would wipe out the higher raises.
470. He provided more details on the results of a revised FCC study, saying that allowing cable customers to buy channels individually rather than in packages could in many cases lower cable prices.
471. The insurance industry has long argued that huge losses from malpractice suits -- now running more than $7 billion a year -- have forced it to hike malpractice premiums…
472. But a new study by a consumer group shows that losses reported to state regulators -- the figures often cited by the industry -- were much larger than losses actually paid during a nine-year period.
473. The study, by the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights, a Santa Monica, Calif., advocacy group, found that from 1986 to 1994 the industry reported to regulators losses of $39.6 billion but actually paid only $26.7 billion, 31 percent less.
474. They note that at least half of the medical malpractice insurance market is written by doctor-owned mutual companies, which, they say, have no incentive to overcharge.
475. On the other side, consumer groups and trial lawyers argue that the insurance industry manipulates prices and the medical profession doesn't do enough to control medical injuries and that those industries need closer supervision.
476. Insurers and doctors say that the number of $1 million-plus claims as a percentage of all claims has doubled to 8 percent in the last five years.
477. And both sides concede that malpractice claims are particularly tricky to estimate because of the long time it takes to resolve them and juries' unpredictability.
478. …Government Accountability Office studied the problem and said that although insurance losses "appeared to be the greatest contributor" to higher premiums…
479. ." The study concluded that Congress "may want to encourage" state regulators to collect data on "the frequency, severity and causes of losses on medical malpractice claims."
480. Rosenfield said the study shows that incurred losses can be manipulated to support insurers' need for higher prices when their stock and bond investments go bad.
481. The critics also say that speeding up options hands an extra treat to already-well-fed executives, hurts a company's shareholders and misleads prospective investors.
482. Many companies responded to those arguments by saying that any move to require options expensing would badly dent earnings and that no reliable model existed to value options.
483. The Navy Criminal Investigation Service has reported that it has 34 of its operational people assigned to joint terrorism units.
484. I had hoped that there would be no need to offer this resolution, but I am forced to because discrimination still persists here."
485. ACLU leaders contend that the memos show that FBI and government Joint Terrorism Task Forces across the country have expanded the definition of domestic terrorism to people who engage in mainstream political activity…
486. FBI officials said that the agency is not using the threat of terrorism to suppress domestic dissent and that is has no alternative but to investigate if a group or its members have ties to others that are guilty or suspected of violence or illegal conduct.
487. The FBI has said that when it interviewed members of groups planning demonstrations at last year's conventions…
488. Roll Call newspaper recently reported that House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) threatened to remove Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-N.Y.) from the Energy and Commerce Committee for siding.

489. The Post-ABC News poll suggests that the massive turnout in last week's elections in Iraq, coupled with a public relations offensive in which the president delivered five speeches and held one news conference in 19 days, have delivered a substantial year-end dividend to a president badly in need of good news.
490. Supreme Court nominee Samuel A. Alito Jr. once argued that the nation's top law enforcement official deserves blanket protection from lawsuits when acting in the name of national security…
491. But Alito supporters noted that the memo does not defend the practice of warrantless eavesdropping, instead dealing only with the question of whether government officials who often must act quickly can be sued for damages when they err.
492. In the 1984 memo to his boss -- Solicitor General Rex Lee -- Alito wrote that "absolute immunity arguments are difficult to advance successfully" and so "there is a need to choose our cases in this area with particular care."
493. The documents also show that Alito has experience preparing others for Supreme Court confirmation hearings, helping to troubleshoot Rehnquist's nomination to be chief justice in the summer of 1986.
494. Some argue that New Orleans must be restored to preserve its place in black history and American culture, as well as its fusion of French, Caribbean and Southern traditions.
495. Harvard psychologist Richard J. McNally argues that the diagnosis equates sexual abuse, car accidents and concentration camps, when they are entirely different experiences…
496. A Duke University specialist on wartime public opinion who now works at the White House, helped draft a 35-page public plan for victory in Iraq, a paper principally designed to prove that Bush had one.
497. "Anybody that knows me and knows my record knows that I will go after whoever it is standing in the way of doing the right thing.
498. Campaign finance records show that a Datatrac executive gave $1,000 to HALPAC and $1,000 to Rogers's reelection fund in 2004.
499. Congress mandated that every checked bag at airports be screened for explosives, setting tight deadlines and authorizing research funding.
500. "I've had a lot of fundraisers," said Rogers, who added that he played "no role whatsoever" in helping Reveal secure its TSA grant.
501. Rogers would later announce that a large portion of that money -- $15 million to assemble 100 Reveal machines -- was going to a company called Mid-South Electronics Inc. in Annville, Ky., not far from Somerset.
502. Twelve days after the March hearing, a report appeared that raised questions about the TSA's efforts to deploy explosives-detection machines.
503. On March 18, three days later, HALPAC reported that Reveal executives, board members, a lobbyist and lawyers associated with the firm donated another $25,250.
504. Four months later, on July 27, the TSA announced that it was seeking proposals for a "Stand Alone Reduced Size" explosives-detection machine.
505. On Aug. 18, HALPAC reported that 11 Reveal executives, board members and lobbyists each contributed for $3,000.
506. Campaign finance records show that the majority of contributions by company executives, board members and one spouse went to HALPAC.
507. She said technical officials at the agency acknowledged that Reveal was the only company whose machine met the size specifications contained in the request for bids on the contract.
508. Gibbs realizes that without a changed approach to the second half of games, his team would probably be considering offseason changes rather than playoff possibilities.
509. To begin with, understand that the surest path toward a second tournament bid is what Yeager calls the "fool's gold" route,
510. Breaux's numbers suggested that the Redskins weren't playing Gibbs's usual brand of power football.
511. Some legislators argued that federal funds should not subsidize private television viewing.
512. "This deal marks a continuation of our ongoing broadband initiatives at CBS, and we believe that working closely with Yahoo will generate significant awareness for these two comedy series." 
513. Microsoft responded that the decision was unjustified, and that it had sent further changes to the commission that had not been examined or considere
514. NTP co-founder Donald E. Stout denied that such a finding would undermine the case and promised to appeal any ruling against NTP at the patent office.
515. Juries and judges have repeatedly found that RIM has violated the patents…
516. Fallows agreed but also said that the disparity between the sexes among younger people was especially interesting because it could shape the way the general population uses technology and the Web in the future.
517. Others, however, argue that it would be expensive to adjust satellites, telescopes and other astronomical systems that are hard-wired for the leap second, and besides, people want their watches to be in sync with the heavens.
518. The majority of scientists appear to agree that adding leap seconds, up to now an infrequent exercise,
519. Others, however, suggest that the hardship caused by leap seconds may be overblown, if not illusory, as experts on both sides of the debate agree that there is little data beyond a few anecdotes to suggest that leap seconds have in the past created havoc in time-sensitive endeavors.
520. The working group said more time was needed to form a consensus, and suggested that this year's leap second offered a welcome opportunity to determine whether change is necessary.
521. Call-center workers insist that they need not choose between their jobs and their traditions.
522. Joe Ruffin, a political consultant who said he had become disillusioned with the stadium deal, said that to fight the agreement, he spent thousands of dollars for a half-page advertisement in The Washington Post…


