Wizards' 2-Minute Drill Is A Flop

Washington Suffers Late Meltdown vs. Suns: Suns 104, Wizards 99
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As he prepared to go over the details of his team's 104-99 loss to the Phoenix Suns last night at MCI Center, Washington Wizards Coach Eddie Jordan might have focused on the fact that his star guard, Gilbert Arenas, failed to a make a three-pointer for the first time in 53 regular season games. Or Jordan could have pointed to a missed three-point attempt by Caron Butler that would have tied the game with 10 seconds remaining.

Instead, Jordan focused on the fact that over the course of the final 17 minutes, his team turned over the ball 11 times while the Suns coughed it up only once. Such an uncharacteristic display of sloppiness, combined with an all-around brilliant game played by Suns guard Steve Nash (19 points, 16 assists and 3 turnovers in 41 minutes), snapped Washington's three-game winning streak and helped the Suns avenge a 112-111 loss to the Wizards last Friday in Phoenix.

The Wizards (12-15) will carry a 7-5 home record into tomorrow night's meeting with Southeast Division rival Miami. Including last season's playoffs, the Heat has defeated the Wizards 13 consecutive times.

"We just had some poor possessions offensively coming down the stretch," Jordan said. "The last three or four or five possessions, we didn't have to make a big play; we just had to make normal plays and we didn't come up with them."

The Wizards, who came into the game averaging 13.8 turnovers, appeared in control when guard Chucky Atkins gave them a 95-88 lead with a three-pointer with 3 minutes 35 seconds remaining. However, Phoenix answered with a three-pointer by guard James Jones and then a pretty runner in the lane by the explosive Shawn Marion, who finished with 28 points on 12-of-16 shooting.

After Marion's free throw and a dunk by Boris Diaw, Wizards forward Antawn Jamison made a baseline jump shot to put the Wizards ahead 99-96 with 2:05 remaining -- their final points of the game.

Diaw converted a finger roll and Nash made a layup to give Phoenix a 100-99 lead and the Wizards proceeded to commit turnovers on their next two possessions.

On the Wizards' first opportunity, Jared Jeffries was scrambling for a loose ball under the Phoenix basket and appeared ready to go up for a layin, but had the ball stripped by Jones. Arenas came up with the loose ball, but Diaw blocked his shot. Nash moved the ball up court and lofted a perfect alley-oop pass to Marion, who gave Phoenix a 102-99 lead with 25 seconds left.

When the Wizards set up their next possession, Butler -- who made a game-deciding three-pointer in Monday's 94-91 victory over the Los Angeles Lakers -- got a good look from the wing. The ball had good rotation as it left Butler's hand but hit the front of the rim and bounced to Marion.

"It felt real good," said Butler, who finished with 22 points on 9-of-16 shooting with four rebounds and five turnovers. "I had my legs under me, I followed through and it just didn't go. I really wanted that shot. Chucky did a great job of finding me in rhythm and it would have tied it up for us."

The Wizards made only 3 of 15 three-point attempts and Arenas, who made six three-pointers during Friday's win at Phoenix, missed all six of his attempts from long range and was unable to make an open jumper that would have given the Wizards a 101-99 lead with just more than a minute remaining.

Arenas never looked comfortable and finished with16 points on 7-of-23 shooting with seven assists and four turnovers in 37 minutes. It was the first time that Arenas was held to less than 20 points in a game since a Dec. 8 loss at Indiana.

"We didn't shut him down," Suns Coach Mike D'Antoni said of Arenas, who scored 41 points in Friday's game. "Nobody shuts him down. Some nights you have it and some nights you don't."

The Wizards did get strong efforts from Atkins, who scored all 11 of his points in the fourth quarter, and Etan Thomas, who shot 5 of 6 and had 11 points and seven rebounds.

The Wizards shot 48.8 percent, held a 44-37 rebounding edge and built a nine-point third quarter lead but couldn't secure their first four-game winning streak of the season.

