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Maryland's Statham Will Transfer to I-AA School


Sunday, December 25, 2005; Page E02 

Former Maryland starting quarterback Joel Statham will transfer to Division I-AA Jacksonville (Ala.) State and enroll in time for the spring semester, his high school coach, Bill Napier , said yesterday.

Statham started 10 games as a sophomore, throwing for 1,590 yards, 8 touchdowns and 15 interceptions. His brightest moment came in Maryland's first win over Florida State last October, when he threw for 333 yards and one touchdown and ran for another.

But he lost his starting job to Sam Hollenbach in the 2004 season finale, and Hollenbach started all but one game this season. Statham filled in for an injured Hollenbach during a trip to Florida State and played a nearly flawless second quarter, but Maryland lost, and Hollenbach returned the following game.

Hollenbach does not plan to have offseason shoulder surgery and should be ready for spring practice. Maryland's other quarterback options include sophomore Jordan Steffy and freshman Chris Turner . Highly recruited Pennsylvania high schooler Jeremy Ricker has given the Terps an oral commitment, while former Florida backup Josh Portis will transfer to Maryland and be eligible in 2007.

Statham is a native of Chatsworth, Ga., a little more than 100 miles from Jacksonville State's campus. He did not return a phone message yesterday, but Napier said Statham was looking forward to a fresh start in his final season.

"That's what it's all about when you get into the situation he's in," Napier said. "He felt at home there." . . .

Steven Jyles doesn't want the NFL scouts to think he's one-dimensional. Jyles, a senior at Louisiana-Monroe, passed for 80 yards and a touchdown and rushed for 31 yards to lead the White to a 17-9 victory over the Red in the Magnolia Gridiron All-Star Classic in Jackson, Miss.

"I can throw the ball. I really didn't get to show my arm off," Jyles said. "But my ability to run and throw the ball, I hope they find interest in that."

The White team, which consisted of Division I seniors whose teams either didn't qualify for or already played in bowl games, needed a late defensive stop to defeat their Red counterparts from Division I-AA, II and III and other schools. Each team also had players from NAIA schools on its roster.

The Red team recovered a fumble by Kasey Young of Western New Mexico at the White 49 with 49 seconds remaining and moved it to the 28.

But John Eubanks of Southern Mississippi intercepted Travis Lulay 's final pass at about the 10 and returned it 80 yards before tripping at the Red 10 as time expired.

"Somebody hit me in my feet, swiped my feet out from under me, and I lost my balance," Eubanks said.

Organizers have hoped the Magnolia Classic will fill the void left by the defunct Blue-Gray game, a onetime Christmas tradition since 1978 which was canceled for the third time in four years.

Officials said several players from both teams left in the third quarter to catch flights home for the holidays.

SOCCER: Alfredo di Stefano , the Real Madrid soccer great who was voted European player of the year in 1957 and 1959, had a heart attack but was conscious and in stable condition.

Di Stefano, 79, is Real Madrid's honorary president. He became ill in Sagunto, Spain. But the hospital said he was breathing on his own and responding well to treatment in the intensive care unit. Team president Florentino Perez and other executives were traveling to see him.

Di Stefano won five consecutive European Cups; he scored in each final. He was born in Argentina and joined Real Madrid in 1953.

