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Transit Workers Board Approves New Contact



NEW YORK -- The executive board for the city's transit workers union approved a tentative new contract late Tuesday, five days after it ended a bus and subway strike that stranded millions of commuters.

The tentative contract, announced by union President Roger Toussaint, would give workers a 10.9 percent pay raise over three years and require them to contribute to health care plans.

The MTA scrapped a proposal to raise the retirement age for new hires from 55 or require new employees to contribute more to their pensions, but the contract would require new employees to pay 1.5 percent of their salaries toward health care, which previously was provided without charge.

The contract, approved by the union's executive board 37 to 4 with one abstention, also would establish Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a holiday for transit workers.

* * *

MILWAUKEE -- At least 15 young people dragged a motorist out of his car and kicked and punched him after he honked to get them to move out of the street, police said. The man was in critical condition with head injuries Tuesday and it was unclear whether he would survive, police spokeswoman Anne E. Schwartz said. She said the man, 50, was driving alone on the city's north side late Monday when he honked at the group of young people, about 16 to 23 years old, in the middle of the street. They surrounded the vehicle and attacked the man, she said. No arrests were made.

WINFIELD, W.Va. -- A woman was accused of killing her autistic 2-year-old nephew by failing to provide aid during a medical emergency and then dumping his body in a river. Authorities searched the Ohio River in Huntington for the body of Hevin Dakota Jenkins of Logan. Tonya Sloan, 27, and Anthony Milam, 27, were arrested Monday night after Sloan reported that her car had been stolen from the parking lot of a convenience store in Winfield with the boy in the back seat.

PHILADELPHIA -- The Pennsylvania Supreme Court agreed to consider whether a pay raise for hundreds of state officials that was passed this summer -- and repealed last month after a public outcry -- was constitutional. The law, passed in the dead of night July 7 without debate or public hearings, boosted the salaries of more than 1,300 judges, lawmakers and senior executive branch officials. Pay for judges increased by 11 percent to 15 percent; lawmakers received raises of 16 to 54 percent.

SEATTLE -- A 12-inch hole in the fuselage of an Alaska Airlines jet caused the plane to lose cabin pressure, forcing the pilots to make an emergency descent and return to the airport, authorities said. The incident Monday involved an MD-80 jet en route from Seattle to Burbank, Calif. It landed safely at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, and none of the 140 passengers was hurt.

NEW ORLEANS -- A federal judge urged state and federal officials to quickly set a date for postponed Feb. 4 elections that would decide the next mayor for this hurricane-battered city. At a hearing on a lawsuit challenging the decision to postpone the elections, U.S. District Judge Ivan Lemelle said that voting is an essential part of democracy and that elections would give New Orleans "a sense of normalcy."

