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4 Held in New Mexico in Theft Of 400 Pounds of Explosives



ALBUQUERQUE -- Four men, including two brothers, were taken into custody Friday by federal authorities in connection with the theft of 400 pounds of explosives from a storage depot southwest of Albuquerque.

The explosives were reported stolen Sunday from Cherry Engineering. Federal authorities have said it was enough to flatten a large building.

The men, whose names were not released, face federal charges, including possession of stolen explosives. Investigators said there was no evidence to suggest a terrorism link.

* * *

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. -- State Attorney General Lisa Madigan has notified several gas stations that they can donate $1,000 to the American Red Cross or risk being sued for price gouging after Hurricane Katrina. Officials said gasoline prices at some Illinois stations rose as high as $3.63 a gallon after Katrina hit the Gulf Coast.

DALLAS -- A man was jailed for more than a year without ever seeing a lawyer as he waited for a repeatedly postponed court hearing, gaining release only after a cellmate told a lawyer about the case. Walter Mann Sr., 69, was released Dec. 16 after a year and three months -- more than twice the time he would have served if he had been convicted in his contempt-of-court case.

MIAMI -- The body of what may be the last missing victim of a seaplane crash was found floating in the Atlantic Ocean nine miles from where the plane went down south of Miami Beach, authorities said. Authorities have not identified the body, which was found by a boater. Miami Beach police said Sergio Danguillecourt, 42, a member of the board of directors of distiller Bacardi Ltd., was the only passenger unaccounted for. Danguillecourt, the great-great-grandson of Bacardi's founder, was headed for Bimini with his wife when the Chalk's Ocean Airways seaplane crashed Monday afternoon.

COLUMBIA, S.C. -- Diamond Pet Foods told retailers in more than 20 states, including Maryland and Virginia, to stop selling some of its dog and cat food that may be contaminated with fungus that produces poisonous aflatoxin, which causes lethargy, loss of appetite, yellowish eyes and gums, and severe or bloody diarrhea. Several dogs have become ill, and some have died. The 19 varieties of dog and cat food recalled were sold under the brand names Diamond, Country Value and Professional.

TULSA -- A judge ruled against relatives of an Oklahoma soldier slain in Iraq who had sued Harper's magazine over its publication of a photograph of his body in an open casket. Spec. Kyle A. Brinlee's father and grandfather said the publication of the photo was "so extreme and outrageous as to go beyond all bounds of decency." But in his ruling Thursday, U.S. District Judge Frank Seay noted that the photo had been taken at a funeral attended by about 1,200 people, including Oklahoma's governor. "If the plaintiffs wanted to grieve in private they should not have held a public funeral and had a section reserved for the press," Seay wrote. Brinlee, a carpentry and masonry specialist with the Army's 120th Combat Engineer Battalion, was killed by a homemade bomb.

