WORLD IN BRIEF


Wednesday, December 28, 2005; Page A16 

Israel Fires on Militants' Base In Lebanon After Rocket Attack



JERUSALEM -- Israeli jets attacked a Palestinian militant group's training base in southern Lebanon early Wednesday, hours after an Israeli border town was hit by rocket fire, the military said.

The base located south of Beirut is operated by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a small group that has been waging a decades-long fight against the Jewish state.

"This is in response to the firing of projectile rockets last night toward Israeli communities," the military said. It said it views such attacks with "extreme severity" and holds Lebanon responsible.

There was no immediate word on casualties or damage in the airstrike, launched after three rockets landed in a residential area of Kiryat Shemona. The army said the rockets damaged some property but caused no injuries.

* * *

EUROPE



MOSCOW -- Legislation that will bring grass-roots activism in Russia under stricter government supervision will now go to President Vladimir Putin for his signature after Russia's upper house of parliament overwhelmingly approved the measure Tuesday.

The legislation, which passed the lower house last week, has been criticized by some international and domestic nongovernmental organizations as an attempt to limit or squash human rights work and political activity. Supporters say it will prevent foreign money from corrupting Russian politics and stop extremist groups from using charities as fronts.

Putin can veto the bill, but it is considered highly likely that he will sign it because some of his concerns were addressed through a series of amendments.

-- Peter Finn
THE americas



GRANADA, Colombia -- Leftist rebels ambushed a group of soldiers who were protecting civilians in southern Colombia, killing 28 in the deadliest rebel attack in a year marked by hundreds of military deaths, officials said.

About 400 rebels with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, attacked 80 troops near Vista Hermosa, 105 miles south of Bogota, the capital, according to a military officer. The troops were providing security in the wake of a coca eradication effort. Coca is the plant used to make cocaine.

