Hail the Hyattsville Hawks
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TWENTY-SIX young boys from Maryland put the Washington region on the map of the football world this month when their team, the Hyattsville Hawks, won the Division I Pee Wee "Super Bowl" at Disney's Wide World of Sports Complex outside Orlando. The much-coveted national title is safely ensconced in their Prince George's County community, thanks to their mastery on the football field. Kudos also go to the Hawks' coaches, who led the players on the long road from summer drills and weekend games to playoffs and the finals, where they conquered California's Oak Grove Eagles, 32-10, for the championship.

The Hawks' victory is shared by the parents who organized fish fries and the businesses and organizations, such as the National Football League and the Washington Redskins Charitable Foundation, that together chipped in more than $25,000 to fund the team's travels, including the trip to Orlando. The Hyattsville Hawks' head coach, Nick Miller, officially classified as a Pee Wee football volunteer, proved to be far more than that. For kids without cleats, mouthpieces, pads or equipment, Mr. Miller, who supervises the warehouse at an auto-glass company from 5 a.m. to 3 p.m., dipped into his own pocket to buy what was needed. His wife, Andrea, pitched in with the mothers of some players to organize fundraising.
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Mr. Miller was a disciplinarian on the field, and he also supplied hot tea and graham crackers after a cold evening's practice. Most important of all, Mr. Miller and his coaches gave these preteenagers an opportunity to come together and achieve, as teammates, the kind of grand and lasting victory that is well beyond the reach of any single individual. In doing so, they did themselves, and the Washington region, proud.

