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Hsieh names three female politicians to join Cabinet

Premier Frank Hsieh confirmed yesterday he has decided to add three female politicians to the Cabinet as part of the government’s effort to promote gender equality in political participation.


The three new female Cabinet ministers are former Taichung Mayor Chang Wen-ying, who will work as vice interior minister and two former ruling Democratic Progressive Party legislators, Chiu Yi-ying and Chou Ya-shu, who will serve as the Council for Hakka Affairs vice chairwoman and a fair Trade Commission member, respectively.


Hsieh pointed out that women account for only 15 percent of the Cabinet at present and major women’s rights groups have been urging the government to appoint more.


“The recruitment of the three distinguished female politicians is part of our response to this appeal,” the premier said, adding that the government will continue to tap competent women politicians for its decision- making ranks.


Chang will fill the vacancy left open by former vice interior minister Lin Yung-chien who quit his post to take the blame for proposing to place a NT$10,000 per day cap on non-designated ATM transactions. The suggestion sparked an instant public outcry and the Cabinet had to raise the ceiling to NT$30,000 the next day. The measure, intended to help curb financial fraud, went into effect on June 1.


Chiu and Chou both failed to win reelection in the legislative race last December.

