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Snowfall break records in Taiwan

The cold front now hovering over Taiwan has brought a blanket of snow to more than 10 mountainous areas cross the country, as temperatures have plunged over the last two days.


Residents and tourists have been flocking to these areas to see and play in the snow, an unusual sight during the month of March in sub-tropical Taiwan.


While it is quite normal during the winter months for snow to fall on Jade Mountain, Lalashan in Taoyuan, and Taiping Mountain in Yilan, it is seldom seen at altitudes below 3,000 meters, said Wang Yao-hua, meteorologist at the Central Weather Bureau.


However, from early yesterday there have been snowfalls in the mountainous areas in Nantou, Taichung, Yunlin, Taitung, Kaoshiung and Pingtung counties, setting a string of new records, Wang said.


On Jade Mountain the snowfall was recorded at a record 168 centimeters, he said, while snow also fell for the first time in living memory in some areas such as the notable scenic resort Shenmu Village in Sinyi Township, Nantou County at altitudes of just 600 to 900 meters.


Chairman of the Council of Agriculture Lee Chin-lung will visit these areas today to see what the government can do to help the farmers.

