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Taiwan celebrates 'Tiger' Wang's winning performance
Wang Chien-ming’s first victory of his major league career brought joy to tens of thousands of local fans who were watching live broadcasts of the game on giant TV screens and public gatherings in shopping malls and plazas around the country yesterday morning. 

The Tainan County native lived up to his billing as “The Star of Taiwan” with his poise and steely determination, giving fans here a reason to celebrate. 

But Wang was his usual retiring self when it came to describing how he felt, putting the team first. 

“I didn’t want to lose. I wanted to continue our winning streak,” Wang said in a telephone interview with Taiwanese reporters. 

Wang got off to a shaky start, given up a run in each of the first two innings. The 25-year-old right-hander explained that he “was unable to get good extension and that affected his control and ability to hit the strike zone.”
“But I found my rhythm in the fourth inning,” Wang recalled as he thanked pitching coach Mel Stottlemyre for “picking up the control problem, and reminding me to deliver at a higher release point.”
Savoring his winning start in the famous Yankee pinstripes, the local hero demonstrated to the baseball world that he has the right stuff to stay in “The Big Show” and get a regular spot in the rotation for the “Bronx Bombers.”
Wang also talked about the pitch he threw in the first inning to Ichiro Suzuki that the Japanese star ripped for a triple. 

“I didn’t throw a bad pitch. He hit it well, and the ball was just inside the edge of the line into right field for a triple…(Ichiro) has got excellent hitting technique,” he said. 

Wang didn’t seem to mind being relieved by Tom Gordon when he was pulled with a runner on in the top of the eighth inning and the Yankees up 7-2. 

Wang is Taiwan’s second pitcher to make the U.S. major leagues. The first was Tsao Chin-hui, who now is a relief pitcher for the Colorado Rockies. For many Taiwanese, However, there is special pride that a native son has taken center stage for the Yankees, baseball’s most storied franchise, in the media center of the world. 

