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Gold medalist blackmailed after winning NT$12 million
Winning an Olympic gold medal for Taiwan and the NT$12 million prize that came with it may not be the glorious honor everybody thought it was. 

The winner of Taiwan’s second gold medal in history at last August’s Olympics in Athens, taekwondo champion Chu Mu-yen reported to police on Saturday morning that he has been targeted by extortionists who have threatened his life and the lives of his family. 

Chu’s family started to receive phone calls from anonymous individuals on April 27, who claimed that the 23-year-old Olympian used the services of a prostitute without paying for her. 

The callers demanded that the Chu family pay NT$3 million to keep the scandal quiet. 

Chu and those close to him adamantly denied the claim yesterday, but he admitted to the Taoyuan police on Saturday that he transferred NT$1.1 million to the extortionists at the end of April “for the safety of his family.”
He was driven to report the situation to the police on Saturday when someone early that morning threw a brick that smashed through the window of his parents’ second-floor residence in Pingjhen City. 

The Olympian was not there at the time. 

After Chu went to the police, and the media broke the story, the blackmailer called Chu again and told him to keep quiet or he and his family would suffer the consequences. 

Police believe Chu could have been targeted by a fraucring based in both Taiwan and China, because the Olympian revealed that one of the callers who asked for money had a typical Cantonese accent. 

Acknowledging that he had remitted money to the unidentified callers, Chu said he later realized the strategy was flawed. 

He said, however, that he later changed his mind and refused to cooperate with the blackmailers because he relized they would never be satisfied with what they received. 

Chu also adamantly denied the claims he had sought out a prostitute, saying he was “very disappointed” over the defamation of his character.

