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Prisoners said reluctant to leave overcrowded prisons
Taiwan’s correctional facilities are detaining 6,065 more prisoners than can be accommodated as of mid-May as detainees are reluctant to be released due to dismal job prospects after being discharged, an official of the Ministry of Justice said yesterday.
Minister of Justice Shih Mao-lin said that although 5,000 prisoners could gain their release by paying fines, the detainees choose not to do so because they believe it would be difficult to earn a living after being freed. 
People First Party Legislator Lin Te-fu said yesterday morning that there were only 52,232 prisoners at the end of last year, but that total had grown to 58,297 in the past six months. Lin attributed the increase to a rising crime rate. 

The justice minister said that the high figure is not a result of an increase in crime but because prisoners choose to stay in prison rather than pay fines. 
Currently, in Taiwan, one prison guard supervises approximately 12.48 prisoners. In the U.S. and Japan, the prison guard to prisoners ratio is 1:3 and 1:4 respectively. The Ministry of Justice aims to lower the ratio to 1:8, but such efforts would require hiring 2,617 more people. 
The Ministry of Justice also has plans to accommodate more detainees by building prison facilities in Taipei County’s Pinglin and Sindian as well as Taipei City. 
