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Five-star hotel customer burned by tainted water
Physician Chien Shu-te was enjoying a meal with his mother and friend Saturday evening at a five-star hotel in Kaohsiung City and casually took a sip of some mineral water to wet his palate. 
Moments later, he spit the water out, his tongue numbed, his throat slightly burning. 
The mineral water that Chen consumed, produced by one of Taiwan’s leading food companies, was later found to contain more than 40 percent alcohol, stirring renewed fears among local consumers over the safety of locally made beverages. 
Just days earlier, one individual died and three were hospitalized after consuming cyanide-laced energy drinks in Taichung City. 
The bottle of water opened by Chien was produced by Taiwan food giant Uni-President Enterprises under the brand name H2O. That and other unopened bottles from the same lot were sent to nearby toxicology laboratories for examination. 
Simon Hung, public affairs director at Uni-President Enterprises, urged consumers to stay calm and not associate it with the cyanide-poisoning case that surfaced earlier in the week. 
He promised that the company would track down the source of the problem and solve it. 
The company also disclosed that the lot containing the tainted bottle of water was only delivered to the hotel and not to any retail outlets. 
