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Chu says he was trapped by girl from chat room
Olympic gold medalist Chu Mu-yen acknowledged yesterday that he made friends with a Chinese girl on an Internet chat room who later turned out to be part of a cross-strait fraud ring that tried to blackmail him for NT$3 million.
The taekwondo champion reported to police earlier this month that he was targeted by extortionists who threatened his life and the lives of his family. 
The blackmailers asked Chu to pay NT$3 million or they would make public evidence they claimed to have of an unpaid visit he made to a prostitute.
After Chu paid the blackmailers NT$1.1 million to get rid of them, they continued to demand more money, and early on the morning of May 8, they threw a brick through the second-floor window of his family’s residence in Taoyuan County.
But while the taekwondo gold medal winner at last August’s Olympic Games in Athens yesterday admitted making friends with the girl named Cher, he indicated he met the woman in an ordinary Internet chat room, not on a pornographic Web site. 
“But I have never surfed on pornographic Web sites, visiting unsavory places or unhealthy online chat rooms. Police can vouch for me on that since their investigation cleared this up,” the 23-year-old emphasized. 
Last Friday, police apprehended nine people alleged to be peripheral members of the fraud ring. They suspect two China-based brothers, Lo Kuo-wei and Lo Shih-gang, conceived their plot after learning that Cher had met Chu in the chat room. 
The National Police Agency has requested the Chinese police to catch the two brothers who remain at large in China and send them back to Taiwan. 
Chu turned up at yesterday’s press conference after local media disclosed a videophone conversation between him and Cher. Local cable station ETTV claimed it had downloaded the conversation from the Internet, but Chu said yesterday that he recorded the conservation and only gave it to the police to help with the investigation. 
Apologizing for the amount of attention his cause ha received, Chu said he would now concentrate on training for the 2008 Olympics. 
