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Death toll rises as heavy rains sustain barrage
Three more people were found dead yesterday as a result of the torrential rains that have battered Taiwan, bringing the total to five, while the government declared a “red alert” for 216 rivers on the island, fearing the possibility of further landslides. 
The alert grants local governments the right to evacuate residents in areas that are at risk for natural disasters due to the recent downpours. 
The areas cited by the government are centered mostly in central and northern Taiwan, with 71 in Taichung County, 61 in Nantou County, 48 in Hsinchu County, 18 in Miaoli County, 12 in Taipei County, 2 in Chiayi County, and 3 in Taichung City, the Council of Agriculture’s Soil and Water Conservation Bureau said yesterday.
“The continuous downpours over the past few days have saturated the soil in the mountainous areas, which could trigger landslides, soil erosion, and falling debris. Residents in those areas are advised to take precautions and follow local governments’ warnings,” the bureau said in a statement. 
It also announced that people can get more information on precautionary measures at the Web site http://fema.swcb.gov.tw/main/index_01.asp. Individuals can also dial 0800-246-246 to inform the authorities of dangerous conditions that have yet to be noticed. 
Heavy rains also caused widespread damage in northern Taiwan, even as the Central Weather Bureau continued to issue warnings of heavy rain for early yesterday morning. 

In Taipei County, large low-lying areas in Sanchong, Sinjhuang, Lujhou were flooded with waters rising to one to three meters high for hours. 
The heavy rains also caused caved-in roads and traffic congestion in Taipei, Taoyuan, Hsinchu, and Miaoli counties. Three drivers were trapped when the landslide engulfed their trucks on the road from Taishan to Linkou in Taipei County. 
In related news, the Council of Agriculture estimated that as of yesterday afternoon, agricultural losses due to the storm reached NT$180 million, with the biggest hits suffered by farmers of watermelons, rice, and leafy vegetables. The COA also added that it would release some frozen agricultural products into the market to stabilize prices. 
