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Four arrested during Chunghwa Telecom strike
Four members of the Chunghwa Telecom Workers’ Union were arrested during a scuffle with police when the union staged the first-ever strike within the state-run Chunghwa Telecom to protest the company’s uncoming issuance of American Depository Receipts and subsequent privatization scheduled for June. 
Around 650 Chunghwa Telecom department chiefs and managers, dressed in the union’s red uniform, gathered in front of the company headquarters yesterday morning in an attempt to block the main entrance to dissuade the 500 employees from going to work. The strike started at 7 a.m. and lasted about two hours. 
A scuffle ensued between the strikers and the 470 policemen who were already in place at the company headquarters when the protesters showed up. 
According to the CTWU, the absence rate yesterday was only 1.98 percent, lower than the average five percent, and no employees of the headquarters joined the strike.
CTWU is threatening to organize another full-scale stride on June 21, the day of the company’s shareholders meeting. 
Chunghwa Telecom Chairman Ho Chen Tan said that he is prepared to deal with the consequences of a second strike. The experience acquired in dealing with yesterday’s strike will definitely help in possible crises in the future, he added. 
In an initial step toward privatization, Chunghwa Telecom began selling its stake nearly three years ago and government-owned shares have since dwindled to 67 percent. Ten percent of the company was sold to Fubon Financial Holding Co. and Cathay Life Insurance Co. in 2002. 
The CTWU claims that the company is not following the regulations in a legislative resolution which requires the company to sign a “collective contract” with the union before privatizing so as to ensure protection of the rights and interests of the company’s employees before a private entity takes over. 
CTWU gained the right last December to organize strikes, when more than 17,000, or 60 percent of the union membership, passed a resolution granting the union the right to strike. 
