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Li Ao accuses defense minister of bribing him with pricey pen
An independent legislator yesterday accused the defense minister of having bribed him with a valuable Mont Blanc fountain pen. 
Li Ao, an independent legislator and noted critic recently lent a book to Defense Minister Lee Jye. When Lee returned the book, he included an NT$12,000 Mont Blanc fountain pen as a gift for the legislator. During a legislative hearing yesterday morning, Li publicly showed the pen the minister gave him and said he could not accept it. 
The independent lawmaker even suggested that the NT$12,000 Mont Blanc fountain pen and another pen of the same brand worth NT$160,000 from his own collection could be auctioned to help professor Hsieh Ta-ning of the Democratic Action Alliance defray the costs of his trial against the Ministry of National Defense. 
Professor Hsieh accused the defense ministry last year of having bribed legislators on the National Defense Committee to secure their support for a controversial military procurement plan and an accompanying budget bill.
The MND sued Hsieh for defamation. 
The defense minister initially declined to respond to Li’s charge, saying it was not appropriate to discuss it in public. But he later said he wasn’t aware that Li Ao did not like receiving gifts under such circumstances. Lee Jye defended the gift as a courtesy because he didn’t want to return the book he borrowed without expressing his thanks.
