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Chen gets warm welcome in Kiribati
President Chen Shui-bian yesterday received a warm welcome from the Kiribati people upon his arrival in the country, the second leg of his current visit to allies in the South Pacific region. 

With thousands of local people lining the streets and waving the national flags of the Republic of China and Kiribati, President Chen was escorted to the assembly hall of a local community after being greeted at the airport by Kiribati Vice President Teima Onorio and other high-ranking officials. 

Chen kicked off his five-day tour to the region Sunday by visiting the Marshall Islands. The final leg of his tour will be Tuvalu. 

Kiribati, which only has a population of 100,000, established official diplomatic relations with Taiwan in November 2003. Chen’s visit represents the first ever to Kiribati by a Taiwanese president. 

During the visit, Chen will join Kiribati President Anote Tong in presiding over the opening of a coastal “Taiwan Park” and will also address the country’s parliament. 

He is also scheduled to inspect the work of Taiwan’s agricultural assistance mission in the country and is expected to talk about major issues, including Taiwan’s politics, the cross-strait situation and a second meeting between himself and opposition People First Party Chairman James Soong, during a meeting with Taiwan reporters who are covering his diplomatic tour. 

