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Authorities investigate SARS scare
The Center for Disease Control tried to dispel fears yesterday that SARS had returned to Taiwan by confirming that the ailing son of a man who died on Saturday of SARS-like symptoms did not have the virus.
“He was attacked by the H3 virus of Type-A flu,” announced CDC Deputy Director-General Chou Chih-hao at a news briefing yesterday evening. However, the CDC had not yet finished laboratory tests for the father, Chou acknowledged.
The son’s test results were released as soon as possible to alleviate public fears that severe acute respiratory syndrome, or SARS, might once again plague Taiwan, Chou explained. 
“I believe that the result (of the father’s test) will be the same,” Chou added, while promising that the result would be disclosed as soon as it became available. 
The CDC official confirmed that the deceased man, surnamed Hsiao, developed a fever before returning home on May 17 from China, where he operated a private business. Officials at Kaohsiung International Airport discovered he had a fever when he came through immigration and immediately had his blood tested. 
The 57-year-old Chiayi County resident was hospitalized two days later with abdominal pain and hypertension, and X-rays indicated he had developed pneumonia symptoms. Hsiao died on the evening of May 21. 
A day later, Hsiao’s second son, who returned from China together with his father, also developed a fever. He was quarantined at the Chiayi Branch of Chang Gung Memorial Hospital until late Monday evening when the fever eased, and he is now under observation in one of the hospital’s regular wards. 
The CDC official warned the public that flu viruses can also be lethal. Type-A flu, he said, could lead to serious complications such as pneumonia if the patient’s resistance to disease is weak. 
“Flu can lead to death among certain patients, especially those suffering from chronic diseases,” said Chou, who indicated the older Hsiao had high blood pressure. 
