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Reaction mixed on China's panda offer
China’s offer to Taiwan of two giant pandas has drawn mixed reactions around the island, with animal rights groups and politicians becoming more vocal about their respective stances. 

Taipei City Mayor Ma Ying-jeou announced yesterday that Taipei City Government will form a special task force to work out a plan for accommodating the two pandas:

Ma said that the city government’s “panda task force,” to be headed by his deputy Yeh Chin-chuan, will strive to have the pair of pandas housed at the Taipei City Zoo. 

Noting that Taipei City Zoo has been preparing for nearly 10 years to accommodate pandas, Ma said construction of the zoo’s panda pavilion is expected to be completed in the near future. He added that zoo keepers have been receiving special training on panda care and that funds required for this project are also in place. 

There has been speculation in China’s media that the pandas for Taiwan would probably be taken from Sichuan Province’s Wolong Panda Conservation District. It has been reported that the China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda has already received an order from the authorities to submit data on pandas suitable for export to Taiwan, as currently there around 80 pandas that might be considered. 

However, Democratic Progressive Party city councilors yesterday argued that the city should give more attention to protecting an endangered species of migrating birds that come to the Hua-Jiang Wild Duck Nature Park every year, rather than focusing on the pandas. 

City Councilor Hsu Chia-ching said that it would cause controversy to talk about spending NT$50 million of city money to build and maintain a panda pavilion at the City Zoo while the habitat of the migratory birds was in such poor repair because of a lack of funds. 

Meanwhile, more than 30 civilian groups have also argued against accepting pandas, on grounds that the animals should not be used for political expediency, but should be left where they are. 

Chen Yu-min, chief of the Environment and Animal Society of Taiwan, said angrily that those who support accepting the gift view the offer as a gesture of peace and friendship, while those who oppose the offer argue that it is a political tactic and part of China’s “united front” strategy. 

Council of Agriculture Chairman Lee Ching-lung said Tuesday that his council will act according to the law and professionally assess, without regard for political considerations.

