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Sea of mobsters send off chief
The funeral for veteran Taiwanese mobster Hsu Hai-ching created serious traffic jams in Taipei yesterday as an estimated 10,000 people from different walks of life turned out to pay their last respects to the man better known as the “Mosquito Brother.”
Among the mourners to crowd around the Taipei First Municipal Funeral Home were organized crime figures from Hong Kong, Macau and Japan, local entertainers and city politicians. 

Hsu, Known widely as “Wen Ge,” or “Mosquito Brother,” and “The Final Arbitrator,” has long been regarded as the godfather of Taiwan’s underworld, even though the man born in 1913 retired from criminal activities more than 30 years ago.

The network of influence he retained in recent decades was clearly apparent by the outpouring of support from gangsters of all stripes. To pay tribute to Hsu, the heads of Taiwan’s four major gangs – the Bamboo Union, the Four Seas, the Tiendaomeng and the Pine Union – reached an agreement several days ago establishing May 29 as a “Truce Day,” meaning all gang members were forbidden to fight on the day of Hsu’s memorial service. 

The overseas contingent included representatives from Japanese crime syndicates Yamaguchi-gumi and Sumiyosi, the deputy of Stanley Ho, a gambling tycoon who for decades had exclusive control of casinos in Macau, and the heads of 14K, one of Hong Kong’s four major triad gangs. 

Gang members began lining up outside the funeral home at 9 a.m. for the 2 p.m. service. To give guidance to the throngs of people, local police set up barricades on the roads surrounding the facility, causing problems for nearly 50,000 junior high school students who were trying to take their proficiency tests. 

Criminal Investigation Bureau Commissioner Hou Youyi said that the actions of the gangs, both at home or abroad, have been under close surveillance by the CIB and Interpol.

“We have been keeping our eyes on whether the gangs are using Hsu’s funeral to plot crimes and collude with each other,” Hou said. 

According to local reports, Hsu was orphaned at a very young age and entered gang life in his early teens to take care of his younger brother and sister. He rose quickly to become a gang leader in Taipei City’s Wanhua District.

