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Taiwan's WHA hopes dashed in ninth bid
Taiwan failed yesterday for the ninth consecutive year to gain observer status in the World Health Assembly, the supreme decision-making of the World Health Organization, as the presiding chairwoman refused to place the issue on the assembly’s agenda after a lengthy discussion.
A total of 33 countries voiced objection to Taiwan’s observership and another 21 spoke in favor of its joining. It was note-worthy that Fiji and Papua New Guinea also spoke in support of Taiwan’s entry although the two countries had no formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan. 
Member states had reached a tacit agreement not to put the matter to a vote this year but to allow contending parties the opportunity to air their opinions. 
The annual WHA meeting is attended by delegations from all of WHO’s 192 member states. The assembly’s main function is to determine the policies of the WHO and appoints its director-general and supervises its financial policies. 
Some Japanese media have urged China to show genuine goodwill toward Taiwan and quit blocking Taiwan’s participation in the world health body, noting health care is basic human rights and should not be made a political issue. 
Also yesterday, Taiwan’s bid to join the WHO received extra support from Nauru, which resumed formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan Saturday and threw its weight behind the country’s WHO bid. 
