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Ties re-established with Nauru
Taiwan established official diplomatic relations with the Pacific island state of Nauru yesterday, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Mark Chen and Nauru President Ludwig Scotty announced in a joint press conference, increasing the number of Taiwan’s diplomatic allies to 26.
Nauru, a tiny South Pacific island with a population of 12,000, switched allegiance from Taipei to Beijing in July 2002 on the same day that President Chen Shui-bian was inaugurated as the ruling Democratic Progressive Party’s chairman in a bid to obtain more financial assistance.
In yesterday’s press conference, Scotty reiterated his opposition to the decision to switch ties to Beijing made by his predecessor, Rene Harris. 
In addition, he also emphasized that his country’s move is not aimed at availing itself of more financial assistance, but is in appreciation of Taiwan’s democracy.
In an effort to guarantee newly established ties would be stable and long lasting, Scotty noted that his decision had been widely endorsed by his country’s parliament, which is controlled by his party. 
President Chen praised Nauru for turning its back on China and re-establishing ties with Taiwan. 
Chen also thanked Nauru for its promise to support Taipei’s bid to join the World Health Organization at the upcoming World Health Assembly meetings in Geneva.
