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Landmine explosion kills 2 Zimbabwean clearing experts on Kinmen
TAIPEI, April 26 – Two landmine clearing experts from Zimbabwe were killed when they accidentally triggered a powerful explosion while removing landmines on Kinmen Island, according to police. 
The police report also listed another technician, also a Zimbabwean, who was seriously injured in the accident. 
Initial investigations show that the accident happened when the experts were handling landmines being removed, police said, adding that it remained unclear what triggered the explosion. 
A British firm has sent 12 experts, all from Zimbabwe, to clear landmines for the construction of a reservoir. 
Kinmen was heavily mined in the 1950s to fend off Communist Chinese attempts to seize Taiwan. 
With tension easing between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait, the Ministry of National Defense has cleared 16 areas of Kinmen since 1998 in response to demands from Kinmen residents. The ministry has also decided to clear 12 additional areas on Kinmen in the next few years. 
