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Taiwan pays tribute to late comedian Ni
The people of Taiwan yesterday paid their last respects to popular television comedian Ni Min-ran, the island’s much beloved “Master of the Variety Show,” who died in an apparent suicide last month. 
Among his trademark routines in recent years had been to impersonate Taiwan’s Vice President Annette Lu, who was among the hundreds of mourners at his memorial service held in a Taipei theater.
Other prominent politicians and entertainment stars, including pop diva A-Mei, also came to the theater, which was decorated with pictures showing Ni in many of the characters he created through his prolific career. 
Since his death, Taiwanese cable news stations have provided almost round-the-clock coverage of Ni’s friends and relatives expressing grief, reflecting islandwide preoccupation with the loss. 

At the memorial service, actors and actresses wearing black and white mourning garb hailed Ni as the godfather of Taiwan’s variety show industry for the contributions he made over a career that spanned more than 30 year. 
“He played many good dramas all through his life, but his last show was a mistake,” Lu said, referring to Ni’s suicide. “He picked the wrong stage.”
His death triggered an outpouring of grief in Taiwan and prompted health authorities to alert the public to the dangers of depression.
