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Missing comedian found dead in Yilan
Ni Min-ran, a popular Taiwanese performer, was found dead yesterday in the mountainous areas near Toucheng, Yilan County, after disappearing 14 days ago.

Ni was identified by the National Health Insurance card found on his person. He was found when police followed a lead provided by a passer-by, who told the police yesterday afternoon that he saw a person who looked like Ni hanging dead on a tree, policeman Chang Kuo-hsiung said. 

Yu Tien, a famous singer in Taiwan, rushed to Toucheng shortly after he received the information. According to the police, Ni had been dead for 10 days when he was found, Yu said. 

On March 31, Ni almost crashed while driving his car on a mountain road after swallowing a large amount of sleeping pills, Yu said. After that, Yu continued, “I lent him NT$300,000, wishing the money would be able to help him out.” Ni had been suffering from depression due to job pressures, his poor economic situation, his failed marriage, and the gossip surrounding him, said Yu. 

A week ago, Ni’s family issued a desperate plea through a popular radio program hosted by Ni’s sister Ni Pei-pei, asking the public to help look for the missing actor. 

Vice President Annette Lu, whom Ni frequently imitated to the delight of audiences, expressed her condolences over the comedian’s death. “Ni was an excellent performer in Taiwan’s show business. Although Ni is deal, he is someone we won’t forget,” Lu said. 

