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Services held in memory of 228 victims

Local governments and political parties held memorial services all day yesterday to remember those who perished in the 228 Incident.


The governing Democratic Progress Party held a concert at the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, and Vice President Annette Lu gave a speech highlighting the impo9rtance of ethnic harmony.

The 228 Mediation Committee was set up to convey the views of local citizens on political reform to the Kuomintang regime in the days following the incident that sparked the crisis.


A day after an old lady selling bootleg cigarettes was beaten by a tobacco inspector on February 27, 1947, local residents gathered outside the Governor’s Office to protest the way the vendor was treated.


They were gunned down by machine gun fire, leading to spontaneous uprisings around the island. The Kuomintang Governor, Chen Yi, then agreed to listen to citizen’s views for reform as reflected by the mediation committee in an attempt to quell the unrest.

But when troop reinforcements arrived from China in the second week of March 1947, the regime launched a crackdown on the local population, leaving thousands dead.


In her address yesterday, Lu called on all Taiwanese nationals to develop a better understanding of the historical facts of the 228 Incidents, and called on all countrymen to unite rather than remain divided.


Taipei City Mayor Ma Ying-jeou yesterday morning also invited victims and victims’ relatives to offer their suggestions on dealing with the incident’s legacy.


Mayor Ma acknowledged the 228 Incident was a historical tragedy, and said that while people might forgive its perpetrators, they should not forget the incident’s history.


In Keelung, around one hundred people held a memorial service at Peace Square—a site where hundreds were killed in March 1947 after KMT reinforcements from China arrived.


In Kaohsiung City, acting Mayor Chen Chi-mai hosted memorial service at the 228 Incident Monument. Che said activists in the incident lost their lives but paved the way for Taiwan’s future democracy.

