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Animal rights group to protest inhumane treatment of dog

The Animal Rescue Team, a civilian group that cares for wounded and abandoned dogs, will launch a protest action on Wednesday against the Keelung City Government on grounds that the city’s dog catchers have been treating the animals with extreme cruelty.


In response, the city government yesterday apologized for the rough handling of stray dogs and for scaring the animals.

The protest by the Animal Rescue Team comes in the wake of an incident that was captured on video and aired on local TV stations, showing city employees catching five dogs that residents of one community complained were responsible for fouling the environment.


The images, taken from a local cable station, have been widely spread over the Internet over the past few days, and thousands of e-mails have been sent to the mailbox of Keeling Mayor Hsu Tsai-li complaining of the government’s cruelty to dogs, said Anthony Ni, a volunteer worker from ART.


Ni said that the video footage showed the dog catchers throwing one of the animals high in the air and letting it fall, howling, into the truck.


In the worst scene of all, Ni said, the catchers fastened a metal chain around the neck of one of the dogs and tried to drag the struggling animal into the truck.


“At one point, the dog was suspended from the chain until it fainted and was almost hanged to death,” Ni related.


He suggested that this incident was just the tip of the iceberg and that an estimated 100 dogs per month around the island are similarly mistreated.


Ni noted that despite the fact that Taiwan passed a law in 1998 to prevent cruelty to animals, dogs in Taiwan still fall victim to mishandling by government workers.


The ART is demanding that the dog catchers in Keelung be punished in accordance with the Animal Protection Law for their brutality to the animals.


The group is also advocating that the government train and test dog catchers before hiring them, and that suitable equipment be provided for such work.

