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Restaurants mull suing Wang over ‘food offering’ scandal


Taipei City Councilor Wang Yu-cheng shoked local residents on Friday when he accused local restaurants of buying the offerings mourners left at local funeral parlors and serving them to their customers.


Yesterday, the restaurants, and, according to Wang, those unhappy about being exposed, fought back.


The restaurants, located mostly in Taipei’s Gonngguan area near National Taiwan University, are thinking about suing Wang, contending his unsubstantiated allegations have frightened their customers and driven them away.


Facing an avalanche of complaints from the stores and the public for failing to provide specific evidence to back up his charge, the People First Party councilor yesterday offered an apology to the restaurants for any inconvenience but remained adamant that he did not fabricate his accusation.


He said he would reveal the names of restaurants involved in the scheme to Taipei City’s Department of Health for further investigation in the coming days.


While defending himself against angry restaurateurs, Wang claimed he had made more dangerous enemies in recent days. He indicated he and his daughter were seriously threatened after the scandal was exposed.


The alleged scandal surfaced during a Taipei City Council hearing on Friday. According to Wang, three restaurants around Taipei First Municipal Funeral Parlor and eight near Taipei Second Municipal Funeral Parlor were supplied cheaply with the sacrificial offerings left to bless the deceased.


Wang’s allegations were called into question the next day, when officials from city police, social welfare and health agencies tried to visit the few establishments fingered by Wang on Thursday.


A representative of the group said, “We were unable to confirm Wang’s allegations party because we didn’t find the stores and partly because the locations of the stores Wang gave us were obscure.”

City government spokesman Yu Tzu-shiang then attacked Wang for making accusations without clearly listing the specific restaurants and harming those that had nothing to do with the scheme.

