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Chou and Luo to vie for Taipei County magistrate

Opposition Kuomintang Legislator Chou His-wei will face a showdown against Luo Wen-jia, the candidate nominated by the Democratic Progressive Party, in the race for Taipei County magistrate in December’s city mayor and county magistrate elections.


Chou gained the candidacy after beating three other contesters in the party primary Sunday.


Although Chou won the support of the largest number of KMT members, observers predicted that he will have to first overcome difficulties in forging unity within the party and mending differences with the People First Party, an ally in the “pan blue alliance,” if he is to secure a win over Lou in the year-end election in the Taiwan’s largest county.


December’s election for Taipei county magistrate will be a similar race—one  that the analysts said will be dominated by a keen competition between the “pan blue alliance” and the “pan green camp” of the ruling DPP and the Taiwan Solidarity Union.


Although it seems that Lou has gained the high ground in the campaign, sources close to the DPP said that Lou is also facing pressure in his party due to dissatisfaction among the supporters of Executive Yuan.


Secretary-General Lee Ying-yuan, who was also trying hard to gain the party’s nomination. Lou was a former chairman of the Cabinet-level Council for Hakka Affairs.

