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Massive gossip coverage gives rise to questions on quality of media
The extensive media coverage of an extramarital affair involving two TVBS news anchors has again led people to question the quality of the local media, their role and responsibility to the society.
To reverse this trend, Government Information Office Minister Yao Chih-wen issued a press release yesterday, calling on the local media, especially those television stations running 24-hour news programs, to stop feeding their audiences and readers with gossip and stories of no concern to most people in the society.
“For most local television stations, the main concern is how to make more money, which is determined by their reception ratings,” a television reporter said on condition of anonymity. “Giving audiences what they want and satisfying their desire to know more about the celebrities in the society are two guidelines for our reporting work.”
The cut-throat competition among electronic media has also dragged the print media into to a war for greater readership, and led to the reporting of rumors, gossip, pictures and stories provided by the paparazzi, the reporter said.
Many widely circulated daily and evening newspapers that formerly emphasized the quality of their reports have also begun running stories about the sex scandals on their front pages in order to keep their readership.
Paparazzi became part of the culture since a Hong Kong business tycoon founded the Apple Daily and the Next weekly in Taiwan a few years ago. The success of the two publications has changed the preferences of readers and the direction of TV news reporting.
The knowledge that an article may potentially influence millions of readers determines the attitude and the style of news reporters.
“The quality of our news reporting is deteriorating because of the growing demands for gossip rather than for facts,” said Feng Yen, dean of the social work department at National Taiwan University.
Exaggerated or fabricated stories will definitely have a negative impact on the thinking of many people in the society, especially those young people who still cannot tell right from wrong, she said.
Chang chin-hua, dean of the NTU graduate school of journalism, said it is time for the people to say no to the media’s means of expanding their readership or audience by infringing on celebrities’ right to privacy.
