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Killer rocks may close Taroko spring for good
The Taroko National Park administration may permanently close down the Wenshan Hot Spring after falling rocks killed one bather and injured at least eight on Sunday, a top park official said yesterday.
The decision will be based on the advice of a group of geologists who were invited yesterday to study the hot spring’s safety, one day after rocks fell into one of three hot spring pools from the steep mountain wall rising above them.
Comprised of three pools, the hot spring is located at the lowest point in the valley. To reach it, visitors must descend 100 meters from level ground over a 315-meter-long trail featuring steep stairways.
Huang Wen-chiung, director of Taroko National Park, said the geologists would thoroughly examine the hot spring’s vulnerability to further rockslides and present a conclusion in one week on whether it should remain open to the public.
Wenshan Hot Spring is the only thermal spring in Taroko National Park, one of Taiwan’s most popular scenic spots for international and domestic tourists.
The park administration has temporarily shut the spring’s pools after Sunday’s accident, in which Lin Kuo-an, 40, a hospital social worker, died before reaching the nearest hospital. Lin’s mother-in-law, 63-year-old Yang Ming-tzu, and a two-year-old niece were seriously injured in the same accident.
Yang and Lin’s niece remained hospitalization yesterday after undergoing emergency surgery.
The fallen stones were schists, or metamorphic coarse-grained rocks that split easily, explained Huang Ching-po, a park manager. They dropped down in five seconds from the 100-meter high mountain wall because of gravity acceleration, Huang added.
Although Sunday’s accident was the first since Wenshan Hot Spring reopened to the public in 2002, Huang suggested that it might not be the last.
Local television reports said that Lin’s family may request state compensation over the accident, which they viewed as resulting from the inadequate management of the national park administration.
The park warns visitors on its Web site that, “there are no emergency facilities nearby,” but only suggests that tourists “exercise extra caution so as to enjoy a memorable trip” in its Web guide to the hot spring in nearby Tiansiang.
